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search Establishment, 
SA 

Dear Sirs, 

"Nagaella" Station, //'~ 
Private Bag 84, 

Broken Hill NSW 288o 
8th June, 1968. 

Whilst mustering here in extremely thick Mallee and Spinifex 

country on Tuesday last the 4th 1 came across a twisted piece of body 

metal of irregular shape approximately 21" x 15", which was black sheet 

steel and appeared to have burned at the protruding edges, as we have 

had several weeks of dri~zly rain and t his steel was not rusty 1 asaume 

that it had not been there long . The rough l ocation would be 70 odd 

kir miles South of Broken Hill and about 14 Miles Bast of the South 

Australian border. 

If you would like to examine it let's know and 1 will Post it 

to youo 



}1,16. 4~ j'( -s;rt,., 
&,a~H. ~..So~ 8 

ro,.h-1 F-E .L-r-v,"n£. 

We'fJ1"r ~~f!IN-~ t:JJal.l;, l~e,r 
WP()hJEK/l 

Y•IJIIt /39/ ~ li./?~ ~,,4,·91-. 
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~. u. Cil.dD:iat, 
Benaabm Sto:r., 
:BI!AMBRA· Yic. 3~ 

De£ Dr. Gilchr1St 8114 Peter 8Dil J'OJia, 

26th J1al.:r, 1967. 

ln r11P17 to 70111" ~t lette it woulcl appeuo that the 
objeet J01l aaw Oil the 3M .r,.q, 1967, ..,. the satellite Peguua 1. 
!l'hU wbiele WM T.l.aible at the locatioa on tbe c1q 8llCl tt. that 
you han gl-.-. · 

I • sriing 7011 a hoOklet dealing nih Pwguua, BDc1 
would lMt gratetul it ,.ou.would sed it back &f'tft peraaal as it ia 
the 01117 oae I haw. 

1 
J 

-c-: . 

I , r -

I 
~ ._I 

(F .E. Irrine) 
Captam, R, A ••• , 
SUPEIWIM ''C· 



INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 
TO 

f!T 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

lECISTRY US£ ONl Y 

e SUPERINTENDENT f'IOOMERA 

OUR filE No 

l:l:56441~/11 
FROM . (Draocb or Eotabllolom~ol) FOR ENQUIRIES REFU TO 

WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT DATI 

s r.c. 3 .4.1 I0'63 J. C.D.O. '''0 26th July, 1967 

I ' YOUR REI' ERENCE 

SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

/ 
.(· 

Your memorandum of 21st July, 1967 in which you report a 
sighting by a resident of Yorke Peninsula some years ago, has been 
referred to Superintendent/American Projects Division. 

2. The earlier memorandum of 16th AU8Uet, 1962 from 
Superintendent/O.I.D. was written in the days when American Projects 
were the responsibility of s;o.I.D. 

3. I have asked S/A.P.D. to take whatever action might be 
necessary on this latest report. 

DEPUTY DIRECTORjrRIALS 



fSGD.) 1'. & lRVIlfB 
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lllpeZ'lat•teat, 
¥ioa1 wt•••at•U• mna., 
v.:a.a., 8al1•~ 

W.B.B., WOontz.. 
' 21n 1.q, 1967. 

IDD'tD'ICA'l'IC. 01 SI'JCB UIIICLB ftAO!Ii!f!• 

Wer1aoe ia .... 'M 70U De5492/1/1 iate4 16tJa .....,., 1"21 
it ia .an ... that itlteaaU. ... -- noelftl fRa. 1.., ftllltillc 1a .... 
en~ IIOQtJa of Yo* Jtwte"'luo •• w1te••e4 wbat oetalt ..U :un ...._ ..
nld.olo ~t• oo ~tz:r. Buwaler an nlnat atnot• fRa lle1" :._pon. 

• Don 5·30Ja I ... nturaiDc 11oM fzoa foot'kll witll ..,- 'ho &b'l8 
tMa 11 ..a 6 71uoa w~ alMnR 20 7U'Il1 ~ oar ..,_ I k•ot 
fozwut to oh•p puoa _. 'No•• •are of ~ fallillc tz. 
ldp 11p ia the fllq. It .. 41111k witll a clew aliMit tlle wrioa _. 
•atlleaiiDB .... 

lf.J tint illp:waioa wu tbat lt loob4 llU a 1alwe falllec -'•a-, 
it ••••« to ._ neatW 1a a ..q laaM thla lllda it leoJt ....U.aJa 
then wu 8CM pan of l t a1J.Pt tbHP I •1114 ... • tl_, "tM 
pan allpt ••••• to 1ae ota'Ral. !M 4ireitl• of ita tall •••••• 
te ._ 81 to Da . ~ •n nat ~ •atJa. It .,.. ..t tUU., 
atn1clat 4na at at a -cl• a .._, -.J,o ( ... lll.natiaa) I 

oeaU ... pilk •t..., tet11d.to allape ·····- •t tM--., ... 
aoept tllat it appoue4 lib a ...a Malle ••••• la -a. !M 
-- ••••4 to .. 81illc ........... ~ ... lt .. it 
.... o ..... 

'1M tu,_.. 1iPt ... lltill tMa. I ....... tM _.., RltUel 
ott tM 41a ll&ldo, toU ~ Ullclna to wt.a _, tM 1liiMinll ..a llo 
• tJao floor ot tile ouo 111111 I Dolt 4tna ...,_ .. t-., _. ._ tllat 
-s.t• ...... lewe la tile rlq, lt - .. hlll' allP', dtll ... 
tO'I&IIM ot n- JJ1UiPs tz. tM hod put to tllll NR te ••• a •• t• nola tldac, it .. ...-uot 1a -.. nat I .a..lt t•ast• • 
riql- pl- wal4 look llb. fte U.et• of tl- .... ,.Uol 
Nak1ruta ... ap,...& to .. liz to o1clat ft 1a l~RCUa .......... -
tail at all ...,aat- M ...... lac :paRa- it OIIZII to'- all 
ta.et lilt ..n alt..... fte ...,.. .. •t - -- .... ··~ .,,._... to lie •tt:U... •n tate a ..,_ .._ wen te ..n t'-
81f ... ... .,.. ..... alt ..... ~ 

,.,..,,. tile tl-• n•pt • ,.._. tile •111M' lMbt lib a ft_,. 
•t iii&Ot wJd.oJl cn41lall7 ..... u.- hall .... fBIIt JUti.• - .... 
ftU"e I Ola Z'l rJte-r tU f1aal 8ln U it A8 qDa -' tJIIa aJl 
na lll .. _. I oa •tJd.ec for &boat .._ •••1111•· It -' 'NJI' 
far twa s-11114 lwol ,.. • I le••• aaateat tM w:t...._,. _.., 
at tlaa l•t •00114 to tbow IIVMlf OY8I" tM oJd.liRa 1P - ot 
IIIDOi4-'• Alit tlla I U4 ..,- tt:nt ol ... _. tiaUMt plota:n of tM 
aUpa _. oatllee of ldaat leobt lib a rollbt, lt na _.. ...Uu 
tJaa I .niolpatet p•llabq 3 ft ill 1-'Ja lt •• pdatot ~~ 
to tlae IUt faa tllte nat tqlPc panllel to tllte .. .,.. ... 20 n 
..... ·- .,. ....... hoat ellll ... aha.pei lib • - ....... rod 
lib a CV'l..aor. '1M ao Ul &'ODI it .. 4efteateq ..... pan11e1 
to tile pouel. It •• 111-* • it •• edltMt ._,_. tM aJtaM 
glow hoa tJaa •atla. It na ..n..s -aJ.r lilt .at at a a 1aaiw 
1J1M dtJa tile - J!Olatol 111M tile ..n. It tiApJOI.fti t.. ..,
n• '-"t" tile plea tno <- ill..tnttoa). I ,.. w to lHk 
1ato tM OMt it wu qalto 4uk, a ..U BIWft of tJMO _....... ..... 
7a.l the piM tzreo, I •• •t)elac •n • aploat.oa • ~ •• -s.... fte wi.ll4owa ot t1111 ouo ._.. up. After ••t a .w.te I pat 
4on thil 1d.Dielr _. loobt _. 11..._. tat.aq I ._ or ...-
•UW.C aboft tM •li&llt •• •t ot 11••• 1a ..-.. tROO .a tM 
-'• of tM ... a1lftt i IIllo •atla. 

/I •• 
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•.n •1'111q I tlloroUB)al¥ HaroMt oa ana ti..tq -* of 
tile •-· lut ~- t.bl 110ft of tnn tlae 11'011114 ia talrq • .._, 
vitll aok Map8 ..a U.n rook. I looke4 for Uiated wreak- at ftnt 
t~ I DOtioe4 •er.r atato ~lMk pieoea u tllll aoMtld.Ja& lllll AQtenl, 
tlaeao won apro.a arouad fatrq Mattorect. TMM bi ta won ltlaak t~ 
reaaltlo4 lluat paper llllt •-.4 to :b&Yo •n I..S.Q' tU. I i• ... a .. 
11uat pefft would bYe. I ooati..,_ •oaroldas ia vii--. oinl•• .a 
noa'hall.f to-a 1a a ploupo4 up paddoolt du aodll of tlle Mattond 
~laok pieou about 250 7da ..., - a ...U lleap of ltl110kt'MI aatorial. 
The pa44ook W 'bMa ploucM4 up tlle ..- pwiou • tlle aa~rial wu 
uatinuMt 1 t natet 1a tile tunou •t panieal.~ ia~ol if at 
all. It Na•bled. ill appo.-..... what looaoq relle4 llua\ ~r w1114 
loek l.1U tha cleuor. I\ na allnt 12 to 15 1aa ld.p lr 18 :laoMa :la 
leac'Ja· It •• ••17 '!»laok, I •u• ••• • JJri.DtilaB .. ia U8lla1 nn 
llua\ unpapezw o\o ... , oar1ac to riak ratio utin\J I to•• a 
at1alt _. pzo44e4 it, it lmob ap lila\ Mt u lig)ltq • ..,er wult. 

I .-quizoo4 hH rq a.btM at doftld.toq u W •' -.zat 
-'ld.llc \hera or furillu up vllere tlle blaek 1d. ta wen. !M plld.dook 
wu later pat ia~o oap, eo 110\hiq ~a1u \hat I aow of, tllo at 
tiaa I Jaan kopt-.:~ qaa opoa wboR au\ in the pa44ooka M¥0114 tld.a 
area, lRn Juwo foaaA •'ld.Jac olH. 

I tld.llk I ll&Yo it all 4owa .a oa e44 •tllbc tuthe1" aoop\ 
that I tliDliCid tut alt-.p tho rooat,.. talliPc lt ua ., ·- te 
lto •tiftl7 out of oeatrol, at • tiM cli4 1t ~om UoU, or Hpan.to, 
a4 IRa tlle tiNt aicJatbc te ita cU.aappear ... Mb:laa tlle tree wou14 
JJ1'0'babq M abou\ fift•• ...... to tw..V .000 ... --'aial7 •t 1•• 
paltaltl.J about tnav ...... . 

Attar reatiaa tld.a thaqla I f1D4 I m•\ -tioaecl ..,-t~ 
altout aoaa. .._'Iter tlle riluJon wore up, llat I wu aware of a %'U~ 
aoDil ..... , ... ., zooket ... --·4 ill n-· "" tld.a Jd.P\ •• '--
IV iaa&laa·Uoa, I ~-- I wu 1.a,preao4 ._, tlle ... ,.._ _. t.a..a 
apeod of the \1 ....... neko\ U it cJ.iW parallel to tU pouK MYIZ' 
.-ol'ilag hoa tbt out, 41reetl7 1a ita patla ware tuoe tall .... witla 
loac 'bra110laea '\Jaare nro &&.PO of eoune, it wu nq allout 15 n •• tW I 
foal the 'tlD.J 'blult partial•• ...Uoaol ltoton. IulleDtallz it lt Ul 
•t .._ for tbtao tre .. it E.pt h&Yo ao• .U tuiMr u ou -... ill4 
a\U"1'0"'"''•c ue oa a riM act 'bi.Joa4 tld.a tbe po'UII4 lwol U.pea ..., to 
St. Yino•ta Oulf. • 

2. SiiiOI tllo 1ao14•t bappeul 110M '\1M ... the Mtul We ia 1a 
douM. 'Pile .nlliDroaa --'ioaa "tlano ,JOaN ... a a Satu~~r•· Ia a tutMZ' 
ata'-t •tu a., after tlae nat two Aaeri- Aatzouat• .... tladr fllpt•
it i• Ulldeatoocl tha'\ tld.a ... v ..... -., 231"4 Xa'roll, 1965. A&ata U. ..tiOM at 
4uk htw.- 5·30111 .a, . .,_- tlda ct.•• •t acroe dn tllil laat date. 

4• !1M 11111.1 1a quuttoa Jau Mia uauo4 tbt tMft will 'be M Jll)tliolV 
uaocd.atol vitla '\lae 1ao14•t. 

~~~.)F. E. lRVI:iE --
(r ••• xm.) 

Ca.Ptaia, R.J. •• •' 

~--·· 
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liN. I• .Aade1"801'11 
Joz 9 Pe•~ Of't'ioe1 
EDITHBUROB •••• s.A. 

Dear •.a-. 
Ioar letter 4atet .r ... 6t1a 1967, •1111aa tM dck'llla of 

a mob~ iaJ,*J'tiDc 1D troat of 70ur oar - ·tit.fte 7eaa • U. .._ 
pu..a te .. for ootion. I tW cre~tlJ' intezes\ed in tUV 'turihw 
Wozaation you m~ 'be able to aupply. In pariicule I WOilld • 
CI1at!'ul if ;ou could deserilte, 1n u maeJt aeta11 • po•t•"' tM 
mbket t2'0!Jl "the fl:zat t111e you eaw it :ant1l lapaot • 

.wrloe 110uld aleo be appreciatecl u to tM pou1ld.l1V et 
~ .,- pa:rta of 1:he ~cket tbat •v be available oa 70u ltft.-liJ• 
It _, pane an available a •hort desori.~lon 110uld M ¥Pretllate4. 

TlumJt ~ fu 70U 1a1:UMt .. I oaa .-.n .10• -u.&t \hen 
will N DO -...1 .... pa\llol\Je 



, 



SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS-

----------------
----------------

-----------
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•• LL Mtl'•• 
17.._. ..... , 
JIRII rpp, a.A. 

Dlu .. IIUl .. , 

!buk 7ft tcrr 7Rr neat 1-''-~ the •'-ftte 
whlah ,_ t.-1 at Yelle uw 1a 1'35, a4 ,.. kbl ottw to ..U 
it aw11Ule ~ 1111r ~ 

I- afta1.& tllat ..t1ra1.._ ue a tr1t eat~ lilJ U.. fd 
WW~t:.j, bd lZoa .aq.SZS.. I haft .... I Hlt.w. tllat tile G•leg 
haal.U. ia 1rldftnitt. .. -' 111'-eete~ sa ...._ 

Pcilape 10111dcht tee1 bolbea te ..a it aw''Ul• ~ 
S..,.U.. 1l;r 1M llaiw.niV td ... lat .. • I • .... t1Mr ••all .. 
~ 

(SGD.) F. E. IRVINE 

(I'.L Inbe) 
Claptata. L.l .... 

. }1 •••• I '• • 

t 
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(J.L Rl ..... ) 
M1 '1, 

·.If. al . ,. I ' • 



' G. U. T• . O. I . S. 

Dear Sir, 

~ louc ester Unidentified 
FlyinP' Object 

Investigation Society 
77,Tuf fley Avenue, 
Gloucester,England. 

1e are at the moment, tryin~ to find out more 
i nformat i on re~arding the UFO s1gbtings 1n En~land ~enerally, 
and in Ulouc ~ster in particular , but are hav i nv diffi culty 
:l.n d t st t nf.! Ui s hi ng UFO's from satelli tes . We wo11dered 
therefore, i f you might be a ble to send us deta i l s of 
satellites v:Jsible f rom En11 land ; Apogee; per i gee; Orb ital 
Times, etc •••• 

If this is possible, it would ease our task 
grea t ly, e nabltng us to sort out the more fru i tfull s i~htings . 

M 0 s t of us in the (} . Uoi' .O . I. S . , are under t ·;veilty, 
and still at school, but our reports go to t he Bri t ish UFO 
Research Ass ociation, Sec. b~ Anthony Durham, Clare Coll e ge , 
Cambridge . 

Yours Sincerel y , 

~~-
Uavi d Whit ing. 

Hon . Sec. 



• ~JUC!DI • 
DUOD nsu .. D!AJILIMMt, 
SALIS .a" 

W.LB., m<lmll 
21at ~. 1966. 

DIIWifDID AUCIAfta 

I nter ._ 111r atpaJ 16355 et tM ftll ~. '"'' 
-••• a ld&JaU.. 1a tile Bfttt8 ftelt--. 

2. hr ~ iat--U.. I attaala a •111 o~ a npozt-, 
~ Leadar ~-..... the o.c. •~ tile !Upt Abeaft S.11e.U. 
teseta.u with a ~ lett£ ".r hia Ow "'we otn... 

3. ~ etrert hll ._ _.. te U.\if7 tba a1roraft dcbW 
witlleat ROll••• Ia IMWlU.. to tile ~ .... l!r tile B.A.A.J'. 
both the a._ o..r..r •• tM .. taus ' ., s...tv orn._. ..__. 
llaft _.. a -'ber et all11ka wltla tM putozal pre)JU'tt. ·witlda tM 
Prold.S.W Ana ad ab..U wen al• _.. ~ the state PoliM 
at A"rr• ... aD4 ~ Jlaaliap.. 

•• I\ ia ...r.rt.aa\e that •t wltllat•,.t• ~ 1'..U1UM 
.. uw aft1l&Ue at ...._ tu.t it laaa Mt .._ Jeui'le te i._tU7 
•• alnzat't r.aru.... 
5. I • •t PNJOstac t. tate ~ futlaer MU.. 1a t.lda .. tter 
ad. haft ......... it al. ..... 

6. Retant tozo JWZ' late~~~aU... 
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S.f .C. J.4.1. !MAl. 59. I 

CONt-lUtJ\lllAL 

INTERNA L MEMORA NDUM 

;~c( 
DEPARTMENT ~PPLY 

C.D.O . 2155 

56/483 TO YOUR filE No a Superintendent, 
OUR flU No. W.R.E., Woomera. 

' 5/12615_ Wra. 
FROM ( Branch or EMablhhment) FOR ENQUIRIES RfF£1 TO 

Seouri t.Y Branch, 
DATf 

W.R.E., Woomera. 1__5_th Sel)tember. 1966 

SUBJECT SIGH!'ING OF UBIDENTili'IED AIRCRAFT. 

Reference folio a 156/7 of Regiatry ll'ile 56/483. 

2. ~~ Every effort h&a been rude to identify the airoratt sighted 
by Squadro~JOBIST011 vi thout suooeas. In addition to the enquiriea 
made by the R.A.A.F. both the Ranse Overseer and the writer telephoned a 
nUIIber of pastoral properties vi thin the &reaJ the State Police carried 
out, through their representatives, enquiriea at Andam.ooka, and ohecke were 
made through Karalinsa all vi th nil :result. 

3. It ie a pi t.r that eo much time was loat before 1 t was dete~ 
ined that the aircraft was alien to Woomera and it is diaturbing to lea.m1 
not-withstanding modem aids and faoilitiea, that it is not poaaible to 
identify it. 

4· Because of good weather O,ight winds and amooth eeaa) and the 
large 110vement of light aircraft tald.ng part in the Air Paeeant at Paratield 
and Edinburgh together with the reported absence (see Gibber Gabber of 8/9/66) 
of a number of aircrev personnel and aircraft from Woomera the possibility, 
slisb:t though it 1183' be, of Wlknown foreip shipping in the Great .&uatralian 
B~aki.n8 advant~ of the si tuation and launching an aircraft can aot ~ 
Overlooked. 

5· As discussed with you the possibility of using RUp inatl"UJJent-
ation in tracld.ng such incidents in future will be explored. Because of the 
a1 ti tude ~300 to 400 feet) in the present cue 1 t is not thought that these 
measures would have been successful. The holding of a Meteor on atandby for 
scramble in such oasea would llloat likely be unrealistic but could be examined. 

6. Submitted. 

Cop,ya Principal Officer Ranges. 

GONF/DE"ITIA1 

_ ).J~) 
Estabi':!~811t Securi t,y Officer, 

w;ti.E., Woomera. 



Superintendent 
W.R. E. 
WOOMERA SA 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

SIGHTING OF UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT 

ts--7 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

No 1 Air Trials Unit 
lUAF 
WOCilF.RA SA 

12th September 1966 

1. Enclosed herewith is a report made by Squadron Leader 
J .H. JOHNSTON. 

2. Air Traffic Control received the substance of this report at 
1119 hours and initially simply stated that no Otter aircraft was flying. 
It proved difficult to get further information as Squadron Leader 
J .H. JOHNSTON was actively engaged as Pilot on the trial. 

3. At approximately 1145 a full report was received, but it was then 
too late to investigate from the air. 

4• Widespread oheoke were oarried out through Adelaide, Ceduna, 
Whyalla, Port Augusta and Lei8h Creek, but no relevant information wae 
secured. Identification was complicated by the large number of light 
aircraft converging on ADELAIDE for the Air Show. 

5· It is now considered that the only possible means of identifying 
this aircraft will be if Security oan looate soroe other person at 
Koolymilka, Rangehead or nearby station who can give a more precise 
description. 

• 6. This letter and report confirms telephone messages passed from 
Flight Lieutenant WHITE to the Superintendent and the Establishment 
Security Officer on Friday, 9th September 1966. 

Encls 

~~ fL-r:/f. 
-'1 (L.M. "BIRD) 
~-Wing Commam er 

Commanding Offio er 



•' MINUTE PAPER 
(Write on this side only) 

SIGHTING OF UNIDElffiFIED AIRCRAFI' - KOOLYMIIKA1 .AREA SIX ON 
9th SEPI'OOER 1966 1fr 1117 HOURS 

1. At approximately 1117 hours on 9th September 1966, I was in the Pilot's 
Control Tower for runway 12 on the northwest approach to EVErTS FIELD. A 
Jindivik Crew Training Sortie was in progress. 

2. On completion of the third overshoot I swung the binoculars around to 
establish oontaot with the Jindivik which was south of EVETTS at that time. 

3. While searching for the Jindivik I observed what appeared to be an 
aircraft of the high wing monoplane type, substantially white in colour with 
some red or orange markings, flying at an estimated height of 3 -400 feet 
above ground level. The aircraft was sufficiently low to have its image 
distorted by heat haze which is always magnified when viewed through binoculars. 

4· The aircraft appeared to be about 4-6 miles range, approximately 
south-oouth-weat of the field and was travelling approximately north west at 
the time of sighting. 

5· Because of the oonetruotion, colour and epeed, I immediately assumed 
the aircraft to be a No 1 Air Trials Unit Otter and reported the aircraft as 
such. 

6. I did not track this aircraft for more than ten seconds as the Jindivik 
required my attention. Three or four minutes later I again looked for thie 
aircraft without succeea. 

7• Flying Offioer LERAY-MEYER was with me during this incident and he 
oonfirma the details of this statement. 

12 Sep 66. 

~ 
• JOHNSTON) 
dron Leader 

OC TGTSQN 
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Flvt HON~T ROCRA,\J 

TO RAYXw/DIRECToR 'f1RE \/P,-JS 

I NFO lE~/ESO ROCRA~ 

BT 
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R E S T H I C T E D Rc)'J'J 'Jo/483 &<.tU"DRV ~ LEAD'EH JJH ~S ru.~ i-\ r EVl: TTS 

FIELD REF-ORTED SIBHfl JG ur!IDEIHIFIED AIRCRAFT, RED I ~ CuLUUR BUT 

\~0 rURfHER IDEt~T II-ICJ\fl0 1~ , SOUTH uF EVEff::, FIE~!) Af AHRUX1t1-

ATELY 1120 fHIS fluR~ I~G . RAAF HAVE CHECKED v.; ITH DCA BUT NO REfORr

ED MOVEME,J f8 ADJACEN r Tu THIS i-\REA . M'l HAV I W FULL RE~ORT PREPARE!) 

B'l' S/LDR J0Hr1STO~ . UNDERSTAm THERE ARE t~AI~( AIRCRAFT COI~VERGit~G 

Ot~ FARAF I ELD fODAY FOR fHE A I R SHO\'l ArJD IT COULD POSSIBLY BE ONE 

OF THESE . 

Bf 
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C/o R.L. Strickland, 
Prince a Hishn.y, 

EDEll B.s.w. 

12/12/65 

0. I. C. Woomara Rocket Ranse. 

Dear Sir, 

Being a ve"q constant Sputnik watcher I would be 
extremely gra tetul it you could turn.ish .a ri th eoae intoraa. tion 
about the ftrious onaa we see nearly eveey night. 

Tonight we spotted two, the first one at 9.30 P••• 
and travelling traa west to east at a terrific speed and the 
second one travelling in the same direction but seeaed to be ver.r 
unsteady on its course. This 1J&8 at 9.40 p.m. 

Could you please tell ae whe.t speed theae Sputniu 
travel at and what height and~ they travel froa west to east. 
Por three nighta we seen one travelling from south to north, 
the tint ot these that we have seen. 

Hoping you can advise us on our Sputnika. 

Yours Truly, 

Ernie Hooper and Lea Strickland. 



Offio~ in Charge, 
Satellite Tracking Station 
Woa.ra, S • .l.. 

Dear Sir, 

lire. E. Walton 
294 Poictiera Street, 

Deniliquin 

Slllldq 5/12/65 

Thia 110rning at 3. 50 a. a. I aaw a satellite cross tma 
weat to east troa a northarlr direction. 

J.s this is the third ti.ll8 I have seen such an obJect 
within the laet JaOnth ud with leas thaD u hour variation 
in tiae, troa approx 4/20 a.a. tirat sighting to 3.50 a.a. todq, 
I am wonderiDB if it ia the .._ satellite each tiae or ia the sq 
full or theae reaarkable objeota. 

I aa out each tiaa the papers or radio sq that a 
satellite rill be paeei.Dg near to thia town, but with few exoeptiona 
have neTer sighted thea, it ia onl7 when I do aoae aq watchinB 
without &rr¥ planning that I aee one and aa fascinated with theil' 
JQ'8t8%7· 

If 70u could tell •• aoaething about what I aaw thia 
~ and at other ti.Jiea I will be .ore than grateM. 

Yours aincerel7, 

E. W~'l'OI. 
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Of1 3r 

Rocket R 
VOOMERA 

Yuenducru School, 
Via ALICE SPP.IUGS 
19th October 1965 

(1-1 

Dear Sir, 
This is probably the story of Granny sucking oggsJ but it may be of interest 

to you and , a~vay it won't take long to read. 

At approx. 11-35pm on Sunday 17th Oct . , we were digb~ng a car out of a sand 
bog 5 niles on the Pa;punya side of Central Mt o .7edge atation, on the Vledge- Papunya 
road. Directly overhead a bri~ht light appeared and moved in a direction towards 
aDpro~ . 5 degrees East of South. It fell to about 30 degrees from tho horizon and 
th~n appeared to explode . The light disappeared but re- appP.ared almost immediately 
still moving to the horizon. It flared for a very short time and then ceaoed. It 
burnt with a greenish-blue light and was entirely different XI from the light of 
11 falling stars " · 

~y wife , Nancy McClure, and Mr. and Mrs . J .Haigh, all of Yuendumu all saw 
the object and we more or les agree on the ~bove data . 

I hope this information may be of some use to you, if not you probably have 
a good waste paper basket . 

Youro faithfully , 

H.T. 
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COMMONWEALTH POLICE FORCE 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DISTRICT. 

i Headquarters Office, 
WOOMERA DIVISION. 

Supei,'intendent, 
W.R.E., Headquarters, 
WOOMERA. 

VI . 2. 6. 

Subject:- Green Flare Sighted - Area Red Lake/Shell Lagoon -
------~id!}!gQ~_g§th_. ~~g~~h_1~~---------

Attached are reports made by Senior Constable T. McQUAID 
and Constable First Class H.A.W. HOUSTON regarding the sighting of 
a Green Flare by three widely seperated people, two of whom were 
members of R.A.A.F. near Technical Area and one Commonwealth Police 
Officer at Missile Range. 

The source of the flare could not be established . 

30/8/1965. 

l 



Commonwealth Police Force, j It\ 
Technical Area Station, 
Woomera Division. 

fJ Officer in Charge, 
Commonwealth Police Force, 
WOO~ERA DIVISION. 

29th.Auguet,l965. 

w. 2. 6. 

GREEN FLARE SIGHTED - area Red Lake/Shell Lagoon -
Y-idnight - 2Sth.August,l965. 

I have to report that on the above date the following was 
recorded by me as duty N.c.o. Technical Area station: 

00. 25hours. 

oo. 3 Sh our a. 

00. 45hours. 

01. 02hours. 

01. 25houra. 

03. 45hours. 

06. OOhours. 

Ur. R.tl. 3liTH, R.A.A.F., Pass No.DS989 reported that 
some 25 minutes earlier while driving from Koolymilka 
to Woomera he had sighted a green flare. He stated 
that at approximately 6 miles from Technical Area he 
had noted a flare rise from the ground, curve over and 
descend to the ground again - this was on his lett 
but he could not estimate the distance away. His 
report confirmed by a Y. r. Cooper, R. A. A. F. travelling 
in company. 

Constable BATTY.J., Commonwealth Police Force, on 
patrol llissile Range reported that at about midnight 
in the vicinity of Contraves l he had sighted a green 
flare on a bearing toward Red Lake from his position. 

I contacted 1/C. Constable Houston at Y.iasile Range 
police station and requested an ~ediate patrol be 
carried out 1n the vicinity Red Lake - patrol officer 
expected to depart N.. R. at 01. OOhoura. 

1/C. Constable Houston reports having personally sigh
ted the lights of a vehicle approaching u. R. en the 
Red Lake road - Cons table VASS. F. has left to inves
tigate. 

Constable Vasa reports from Evetts Field to tl. R. police 
station to effect he has not sighted anything - in
structed by 1/C.Constable Houston to proceed to Red 
Lake Tracking Station and carry out a thorough checL 

Constable Vasa returned to N. .R. police station and 
reports all secure and correct at the Tracking Station
nothing unusual sighted by the Constable on his patrol. 

Road check carried out alternately by self and A/1/C. 
Constable BidgQod at Koolymilka/Woomera turnoff during 
the period fra.m midn~ght proved fruitless - only one 
vehicle sighted during this time. N.r. KOPL, Pass No. 
D2763 moving from Koolymilka to Woomera West at o4- 30 
hours - a Department of Works carpenter, does not 
speak very good English- is well known to 1/C.Constable 
Houston. 

1/C. Conetable Houston requested to submit report 
relative to action carr~ed out by h~ 

..... ~~~----· 
T.llcQuaid. 
A/Senior Constable. 

29. 8. 65. 



COMMOHWEAVlR POLICE :BURGE. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DISTRICT. 

Officer in Charge. 
Commonwealth Police Force. 
Woomera Division. 

Missile Range Station. 
Woomera Division. 
29th August. 1965. 

SUBJECT :- VEHIGI.E MOVEMENT ON RED l ·AKE ROAD. 

I have to report that at 12.55am, on 29th August 
1965, I sighted the headlights of a Vehicle travelling on the 
Red Lake Road toward the Missile Range Station. 

(1) At Ol.OOam I detailed Constable Vase Who had just 
returned from foot Fatrol, to intercept the Vehicle and escort 
it to Missile Range Station, I also imformed Senior Constable 
McQuaid of action taken. 

(2) At 01.25am Constable Vase returned to Missile 
Range Station and stated that he was una ble to locate the 
Vehicle, I passed this in~ormation on to Tech Area Station. 

(3) I then detailed Constable Vasa to carry out a 
Partol to Red Lake Area, and to make a carefull check of 
Buildings and Installations at Red Lake and to ke~p a good 
lookout for unauthorised persons duringthe duration of this 
Patrol. 

(4) Constable Vase returned to Missile Range Station 
at 03.45am, and reported that all ..X Installations and 
Buildings at Red Lake Area secureand correct, and that no 
Vehicles or persons were sighted or located during thP. Patrol. 

0025 
hours . 

~~0-;;s .......................... 
H.HOUSTOH. 1st Class Constable 
Commonwealth Police Force. 

Extract of Missile Range Occurrence Book Entry, 
_____________ _!!2.!._g1.§_of_g~=~-62.!. __________ _ 

"In reference to Gr een Fl ares r eported to Technical 
Area Station, Const able BATTY r eported s eeing a green 
flare i n t he vicinit y of Red Lake area at midnight 
whi lst ret urning f rom Cont r ave I Patrol". 

H. HOUSTON. 
I.C.C. 



/ 

I 
COMMOIWElD!H POLICE lORCB 
SOUTH AUSTR!LIA.ll DISTRICT. 

Headquarter• Office, 
WOOMER! DIVISIOR. 

w. 2. 6. 

Superintendent, 
W.R.E., Headquarters, 
.... woo.......,KERA=--=-

Subject•-

Atte!ltiona- Eatabliabaent Secaritz Officer. 

Green ~lara Sighted - Area Bed Lake/Shell Lagoon -
llidnicht 28th. Ayun, 19.§~. 

\ '"' 

Attached are repone -de b7 Senier Constable T. KcQUAID 
and Constable lirat Claaa H .A. W. HOUSTOR regarding *he sighting of 
a Green Flare by three widelJ aeperated people, two of whoa were 
aeabera of R.A.A.F. near Technical Area and one Commoawealth Police 
Officer at Missile Range. 

!he source of the flare could not be established. 

30/8/1965. 



fl 

CoDITlonweal th Police Force, 
Technical Area Station, 
Woomera Divieio~ 

29th. Au.gust,l965. 

w. 2. 6. 
Oft~cer in Charge, 
Commonwealth Police Force, 
WOO~ERA DlVlSlON. 

GREEN FI.ARE SIGR'F'!!J) - aree Rea oon -

I have to reporii that ou the above c3ate the following was 
recorded by me as duty .L~. c. 0. Techuiual Area station: 

00. 25hours. 

00. 35houre. 

00. 45hours. 

01. 02hours. 

01. 25hours. 

03- 45houra. 

06. OOhours. 

llr. R •• :J!ITll, R.J\.J\.F., Pass No.D5989 reported that 
some 25 minutes earlier while driving from Koolymilka 
to Woomera he had sighted a green tlare. lie stated 
that at approximately 6 miles from Technical Area he 
had noted a flare rise from the ground, curva over and 
descend to the ground again - this was on his lett 
but he could not ast~~ate the distance away. H ~s 
report conf ~rmed by a llr. Cooper, R. A. A. F. t~"avelling 
in cOm.Pal\Y• 

Constab1e BATTY.J., Commonwealth Police gorce, on 
patrol Yieeile Range reported that at about midnight 
in the viclni~ of Contraves 1 he had sighted ~ green 
flare on a beering toward Red Lake from his positio~ 

I contacted 1/C. Constable Houston at ll lssile Range 
pol~ce station and requested an immediate patrol be 
carr4ed out in the vic~nity Red Lake - patrol officer 
expected to depart fl . R. at 01. OOhours. 

1/v. Constable Houston reports having personally sigh
tc;;d the lights ot a vehicle approaching fl . R. on the 
Red Leke road - Constable V'ASS. F. has left to inves
tigate. 

Constable Vasa reports from Evetts Field to U.R. police 
station to effect he has not sighted anything - in
structed by 1/C.Constable Houeton to proceed to Red 
Lake Trackin0 Jtatlon and carry out a thorough cheoL 

Constable Vase returned to U.R. police station and 
reports all seeure and correct at the Tracking Station
noth~ng unusual s~ghted by tho Constable on his patrol. 

Road check carried out alternatel¥ by self and A/1/C. 
Constable Bidgood at Kool¥milkaAvoomera turnof~ during 
the period from m1dnight proved fruitless - only one 
veh1cle sighted during this time. Kr. KOPL, Pass No. 
D2763 moving from Kool,ym1lka to woomel .. a West at o4. 30 
hours - a Department of Works carpenter, does not 
speak very good English- is well known to 1/C.Constable 
Houston. 

1/C. Constable Houston 1•equested to eubmi t report 
relative to action carr~ed out by h~ 

~ 

... Jt r.' :';'. !2: ...... . 
T.llo~,uaid. 
A/Senior Constable. 

29. 8. 65. 



COYHOlH'iEALm POLICE FORCE. 
OOU'.l'H AU8TRALI.AN DISTRICT. 

I 

\~ 

Mt.aile Ransa Station. 
Woomera DiYiliOD. 
29th AY&U!te 196§, 

Otticer in Char ae. 
Commonwealth Police Force, 
Woomera Division. 

SUBJECT :- VEHICIB MOVEMEliT ON rum LAKE RQAD. 

0025 
hours. 

I have to report that at 12,55am, on 29th August 
1965, I aighted the beadlighta ot a Vehicle travelling on the 
Red Lake Road toward the Millile Range Station. 

(1) At Ol.OOam I detailed Conatable Vaaa Who had 3uat 
returned from toot Patrol, to intercept the Vehicle &D4 eacort 
it to Miaaile Rango Station, I aleo imtormed senior Conatable 
McQuaid of action taken. 

(2) At 01.25am Conatable Vaaa returned to M18aile 
Range Station and atated tbat he was unable to locate the 
Vehicle, I paaaed tbia 1nCbrmation on to Tech Area Station. 

(3) I then detailed Conatable Va81 to carrr ,out a 
Partol to Red Lake Area, 8Dd to .-ke a care:tull obeck ot 
Buildingll and Inatallationa at Red Lake and to Jte•p a tood 
lookout tor unauthoriaed paraon• duringthe duration ot this 
Patrol. 

(4) Constable Vaaa returned to Milaile Raoae station 
at 03.45am, and reported that all .-a lDitallation• and 
Buildings at Red Lake Area aecureaDd correct, 8Dd '\hat no 
Vehicles or peraona were aighted or located during the Patrol. 

I 

~~~,_-//5 ...... ~...7-:"-Y. • •. • • • • • • • ••••• • 
B.HOUSTON. lat Ola•• Constable 
Commonwealth Police gorce. 

Extract of Missile Range Occurrence Boot Entry, 
No. 246 of 2~..;..;6::..r:5..=.·-----

"In reference to Green Plarea reported to Technical 
Area Station, Conatable BATTY reported seeing a green 
flare in the Yicinity of Red Lake area at midnight 
wbilat returning froa ContraYe I Patrol". 

B. HOUSTOlf. 
I.C.C. 
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56/483 

Ia11 'Bo7le, 
9 Peareoa GroTe, 
NOR!B CAULriBLp, S.E.7 

Dear Ia, 

The satelli t. ;you sa wu lllldoubtedq Satura 5, which ia 
in a orbit incline4 at 31.5 Clegreee to the equator ad witil a periaee 
or 260 Ia ( 160 llilea) aDd an apoBH or 680 Ia (425 ailea). On the 
13th Joveaber, 1964, it would haw bea 600 ailea due north or llelbouuw 
and tra..elling west to eut at a heipt or about 400 ailea ad a epeecl 
or approxiaateq 300 ailea per lliDute. 

!he Saturn 5 ia oae or a raa117 of large booet aotore bei.Jag 
denlopecl for use ill the !polle luaar progre 1. 

I do hope that thia intoraation will be of intereat to ;you, 

Yoare ainoereq, 

91 
(J .R. PERRIX) 
Croup Captain, 

Superintepc1pt. W,R,E,, Wowr&• 

3G55 
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u P. 1nQ-te, 
.o • ._too, 

•••• 

---· 

1Ue5~41l 

aaa ono._, ''" 

u a ftRlt et ,_ let\er of 1ttk Ootoller, I .._. 
.... - •qatl'l• t.a - •''-"' to ta.aul) the ·~l"' *loll 
7011 ld&tlt.A. It .. rkbl,. - .n .. or .... nake\a, .a h 
-.like]¥ to ........ _,_.. .. it 70UI" taU.. ... ts. te 
.-. ,... .a .,_ -'Hra .neOI'ltea ..,. '"'l' ran ..a ... 
•' -·'~ Yld\le t• •n ._ a 1HODIM1 • *-• 

'Ia tht JUt.n~.a oltJen• er·tM.a •bra -.e 
.._ t-.4 to .. ~Umel llP\a eta ftl7 ~~ 
atroraft, 01'.,...- •telll'-· 0.. a,.. lt.-.o!l 

tlaa dl'l.1lea aat 1n ...,_., '""'*' t~te 1111d.t er e. ~ 
•telllte &._.. 5 .-14 take It .._. ,._. 1aUbaa Ia tlll8 
-.r~ .ondJaa at a heSBht ot 420 1111• a4 it 1a Uke a w.., 
t.rS&Ilt .tar 1)Jhaa it la Ul.S.kl 10' U. ... It b _,11' 
tlalte bllt u ,ow., ....... !Rft ftl7 a.v. t 'oeU14 
__ , tw a nWIIa ool.r. 1' .-14 take 3 or 4 _,...._ 
to co ..... "- r~q. 

I • Wi2'1 Qat w ....t _.. a Pldtlft ta.tlfteatlea 
tozt TCRie 1M\ '"" that tlale iaten&U.. ...... , ~ .. ctlelde 
tw 70'8'•U .._, the ._,.n ld&'t ._. ..._ · 
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111'. R. ~~~ 
o/- Jobl :r. C1.e:t4-;;e, 
Dl•~ID« Cl'-.cl!dat, 
,a, Yicnoria Btaet, 
uw•x. ~ 

Dear Sir, 

1725 

Jour lett~ of 28~ Ap!'illa n.chowletpa .a •ui:b.~ t te 
111toZOM.tic>n .w.tttcrd w.e ~.:!At 'Y'C.I".lO for 1"-'U1•t1m -!I . t:tt..e 
tellowtag 1nformati n ia eabei t~~ 

Ho. 1 S&tell1\e &ppean :to ha'Ye :beu the 100ft iballMn, Eabo 1 
sut. t• other na tlw l]Oft l1alleaa Eobo 2. Botb the .. -.tellitaa wen 
puaifte wer AuotnliP. dUl"J.nC t ho end of Apr.tl 1n o_p_poa1k direotlau at 
appra:i•t•ly t~e .w.e tl•. On the date in cru~t1cm, Nt' tm• •tel11tea 
wra pbotogro!'Jlet! by cl"r &.kel'-lfl11lll Cr.r.c.rr. • t o.bttlt lS:<"IO hra. E. S.T. 

Ill 

An a:.w.taur boll,; which oould hell' 7011 ~· the "Jian ntall" epat•tt.•. 
u 1W1l m.te to Dr. Dick Y•luup a\ :u. Sld.\b•••t• Annlb7d-.l 
Olle1natory., 6o, o~ SUM\, 0-.brlclge, ••eushu•llri• CJrll38, u.s. A., he 
wt.ll euppl;y ymt. with in.tRWtticm (md p-ob'blJ' cqut~t) to 1'ua 7f1V M7'l 
"lleoaii&tch tc.r.mu. 



~/{(5 
PHONE 3272 P.O. Box 50 • 

••• John F. ClaPk, Ph.C., M.P.S. 

DISPENSING CHEMIST 

90 VICTORIA STREET 
A8SOCIATitO WITH 

G. L. BUCK. L .O.Q . 

KODAK DEALER 

CAMERA SUPPLIILS 

OPTOMIETAIST 

Group Captain J R Perrin, 
Superin teilden t, 
Weapons Research Establishme 
woomera1 

Dear Sir, 
could you be good enou 

int'ormation on two satellites si~~~~.!JI 
night. 

Nol Satellite appeared at o.~5pm, due south 
about 20 degrees above the horizon, travei1ing N.E. 

It vas about 2nd magn1tude, passed between 
beta and gamma Aus. Triangle, then just below beta lupus, 
and disappeared in the light or the t"\U1 moon, in the 
S.E. at $,50 pm. 

No2 s ate!11te appeared about 30 degrees above 
the northern horizon, about 10 degrees east or the 
meridium, travei11ng ssw, at o.~ pm. 

It passed bet·ore beta Leo, then practl.caJ.1Y 
through delta corvus, and below beta corvus, then about 

x 10 degrees bet·ore alpha centauri, and t·lna11y dlsapeare<1 
next to alpha Aus, triangle, at about 7.03pm. 

It appeared to be ot.· minus magn1 tude, appearing 
slighlt brighter than alpha centauri. 

Do you know or any ama;eur bo<1y which may be 
able to g1ve us 1nrormat1on on signtings ou sate1~1~es, 
as there 1s a great interest in them, and we do not like 
to bother you. 

Yours sincerely 

-~~l~ 

~-I\~ 



.. 

56/483 

Kr. R. Inghaa, 
C/o John P. Clark, 
Dispensing Cheaiat, 
90 Victoria Street, 
JUCUY, Qld. 

Dear llr. Ingham, 

27th Pebruar,r, 1964 • 

Thank )'OU tor y®r letter or the 13th Pebruar.r, 1964· 
Our recorda indicate that the satellite 7ou Doticed on the 12th 
Februar.r waa the United States Balloon Satellite Echo 1, the ott
icial designation ot which ia 1960 Iota. 

05'1 ~ 

I aa listing below acae data auppliei. 'b7 the Wocaera Baker
him Caaera Station relati.JlB to the ~i tiOD ot the ,satellite u 1 t 
paaae4 onr Australia that nenilag. 

'l'iae ,E.S.'l'.) ~ .!a&· 
7.41 P••• 30°5 124~ 
7-46 p ... 20°5 135·5~ 
7.50 P••• 10°S 144·60J: 
7.55 P••• Equator 152.6~ 

Cloaeat approach to Jlaokq wae tberetore between 7.46 U1Cl 7.50 P••• 
wb81l the Satellite heipt waa approxiaateq 1,000 ailea. 

Toara ~1ereq, 

(J .7! FERRD) 
Oroap Captaill, 

Superiptgdat. w .R.J:., Wpva. 



/0 '6· 

56/483 

lfr. A4air JCaoDou.p.ll, 
"1>unollie", 

0 5'i t) 
Boa4 Jlail Box 364, 
Bowlc.g Road, 
ALBUU, W .s.W. 

Dear Mr. JlaoDoapll, 

!bant 10'1 t~ 70V letter aD4 t• 701R iaten.t. 

!be satellite which 70U •• ill the nea1as ot the 22JI4 
J8Dll8Z'7 waa UD4cnal»te4J.7 the 1Jilite4 State. b&lleca •atellite Kobo 1. 
~. ottioi&l deaipatica ot thia ntellite S. 19'0 Iota 1, •4 it 
ia an intlatecl apberioal b&llom with & diaM'ter ot 100 n. whiola 
waa 1&1Dlobe4 ill .Augut, 1960. 

I c1o hope that th1a iJlto~~~aU• will M ot iaterut to JW• r7q, 
(J ... PDID) 
Qngp Captata, 

8ape!'&ttz'•t, 1,1,1., .rpp. 
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
~TO~------------------------------------~~v=o~ua~F~ILE~N •. 

Superi.nteadent, 
lOOKER!. 

FROM (Branch or E.Habli~hmcnl) 

t-::-:'ou::-~ --fiL-E N- o. 

56/483 

61 1 
FOR £N0Uil1ES REFER TO 

Meteorological Office, 0~; CALLUS T365 

r------....r..---~-0_1mi_A..___.. ______ ~======"'===2~7th Feb. 1 64 
I 

.~UB}ECT SATELLITE SIGB'l'IIG. 

It is suggested that a letter on the following lines be sent 
to Jlr. Ingham. 

Our recorda indicate that the satellite you refer to in yours 
ot 13th Feb.,was the United States Balloon Satellite Echo 1, the official 
designation of which ia 196o Iota. 

For your information I am listing below some data supplied b.1 
the Woomera Baker-Nunn Camera Station relating to the position of the 
Satellite as it passed over Australia on the evening of the 12th. 

Time (E.S.T.) LAT. LOBG. 

7•41 p.m. 30°S 124°E 

7•46 p.m. 20°S 135·5°E 

7•50 p.m. 10°5 144.~E 

7•55 p.m. Equator 152.6°E 

Closest approach to MaCk~ was therefore between 7•46 and 
7•50 p.m. when the Satellite height was approximately 1,000 miles. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

(F. CALLUS) 

Meteorologist. 

-



/0" 
PHONE 3272 4?3 . P.O . Box 50 

Ph.C., M.P.S. 

CHEMIST 

STREET 
KODAK DEALER 

ASSOCIATEO WITH 

G . L. BUCK, I...O.Q. 

CAMERA SUPPL.IES 

OPTOMa'TRIST 

I 

13th February,l964. 

The Officer in Charge, 
Satellite Tracking Station, 
WOOM~RA. 

Dear Sir, 
I would be very obliged if you could 

satisfy my curiousity, as to which satellite passed over 
Mackay, last night. 

It~ppeared in the due west, at A7.~6pm, 
apparently p~tically on the equator, and within a few 
degrees of M~ra, about 3o degrees above the horizon. 

It passed on a steady course, north west, 
through the Pleides, and through zeta and eta Auriga, 
vanishing from view at 7.58 pm, in the vicinity or 

beta Auriga. 
It appeared to be of lst magnitude, when 

passing near Capella, it appeared to be of the same 
magnitude. 

Yours sincerely, 

{;. Jtd lo--_ 
R Ingham 





•r. Geo~p Xen1.han, 
Box 79 Post Office, 
SlfOI'fOD., S.!. 

Dear llr. l:enlhan, 

1st AuSQet, 1963. 

1.402 

I IIUt apolopse tor tile late repl.7 to 7our letter 
which was written as laJl8 ap as Janua17 tba 21st. When I receiftd. 
70ur letter I . pasaeC! ~our 1nfoaat1on and request: to our Sploe Re.
oaroh Sta Uon and somehow tbe correspondenoe was llislaid and haa 
just tul"D8d up aga1D. 

'l'he o'bjeot which )'011 •w in tu early hours ct 21st Jan
U&17 was doubtless the United States balloon satellite Echo I. 'l'bl 
ottioial deaifJil&tioa ot this oatellite 1960 Iota I, end it is an in
natect spherical balloon with a d1811l8ter of 100 f'te which was laUDObecl 
1D Aupat, 196(). 

It has an or'bi tal path which is inclined to the eqUiltor 
'b)" 47.26° aDd an orbital period ot 115.15 aimrtes deoronaing 'b7 
about .0027 aimatea per aq, 

I do hope that this inter.atioa is still ot interest to 
you and l'e8J'8t '"1"7 •ch that 111,1 repl,y was not .are pre.pt. 

T-:rftl7o 
(G.A. OOOPIR) 
Oroap Captaln, 

Suprlnteaclep!, w.B..!.. Woa.ara. 



lift, J,p, lalea1 

120 llarVD St:rMt1 
CUDS, .tll, Ql4, 

1.401 

Thank rou for 7our letter of the 3rd Jul71 ftgal'd.1Jac 
the ballooD aatelli'M Eobe I, We weN t..)reaMd wlt!a tlle intereat 
7011 laan aho• and thla eneat te wbioll 70u ha4 at•U.e4 tM ba!aaY1ov 
of tbla partlGal.al' aatelli"M. Siahtilla ti.Ma fer •tellitea lJl 
parUoular area• are apell4at u,.a tu orbital perio4 of '\lle eat• 
ellite in queaUon, tM 1DoU.aatioa of tbe orbital ,.tll to tM equator, 
altltwla at apope and peri ... , the tllle of tM ,.ar, and •nnl 
other faotora. 

Our lateat infonatlon 011 the 19tll Jul71 -... that Boho I 
( 60091) baa a period of 115.15 aillutea cleol'Heba b7 a'bcnat 0,0027 
minutea .,_r clq. 'I'M UON&M ia not a OOIUI'iaat OM &114 Nferz1.Dc te 15tll 
J'e'bruJ71 tb8 perio4 •• 115,532 a1DUtea Witll a dHN&• of O,OC)16 
•iml"- per 4q, Bence a 'ftl'J l'egp eatS..te wa14 pw a reduotloa 
of about 2 a1Dutea ill tM peri.ocl ei.Doe the l&UDDil ill 1960, 

'rha a1ght1q per1o4 after BWlSet and 'before BWlrlM nrtea 
w1 th tllil tS.. of tile ~ar, the per1o4a beiDa leq~r ill -r tbua ill 
wllltel' &ll4 4epeDcliDC al• upeD wbetur tiM aatelllte ia Mar apo88• or J8r1•• 
aa a 8J'e&ter altitu4a will enell4 tb8 ailllUaa )18rlo4. 

'!'he attaoh.a akatoh ahowa the aatelllte UICl Bartll (DOt to aoala), 
if the Earth WN etatloD&l'J tM aatellite w1114 al1ra711 oroea tu equtol' 
at poillt P, but clue to the Earih'a aotlon of 361° per d.q tna wat te eaat 
then after one orbit ~· elap•cl the poillt P will Jaaw aoft4 e&atward b7 
)61° X 115,15 • 28,87 • 

24 X 60 

Bence the cl1reottoa tl'OII whiola tile epaoeoran .,.... depeDia 
upon wh1oh pt.rt of the orbit 1• beiq ob•l"ft4. 

A i"urlMr MtioD of tM or\1t 1a clue to tM faot t11at tllil 
EarUa 1a not a apheN but 'bulaea a little at tiM equter. Thia oau•• 
the apopa poillt to aon 111 a oii"'le aroUIIIl tllil apla uia of the Bartll, 
i.e., te preoeaa, '!'be rate at tbe tiM of wrltilla ill 3,3 UP"• per 
dq. 'l'hia rate aut be adcla4 to Bartll'• rate 111 oaloulatiDC tbe poillta 
of equator oroaalllp. '!'baN &1"8 otMr 1Dft•noea1 but theM are •o•dal'J 
to the aateur obHI'ftr, At thia t,._ w aN anal»le te MlJ r• w1 tJa 
o'beernUoD t,._a, 'bot two booa wh1oll )"Ota ~ f1ll4 -M 111 •kiDI 
aiaple oaloulatloDa &Del obeerY&tiODe area-



-2-

"H&a4book tor ObaerYtDa The Satellite•• _, 1.1. Howard, 
publ1ahe4 _, Thou.a Y. Crowell of lew Yol"k, 1958. 

( 0¥ 

"Satell1tea ud So1ut1t1o JleMU'Oh" _, D. ~illa-Bele, publ1U.4 
b7 Routledp and ~epn Paul of !Gnun, 1960. 

The Moonwatoh at Townav1lle Ul' be able to aift .rou obaern
t1on tt.e• tor Eohe I 1n .roar area, 

It 1e not eaq to e%plaiD 1D puel7 lq-tel'IU the taoten 
to be oona1dere4 1D oaloulat1na •1cht1nc t1••• bQt I cle hope tbat tl-. 
aboft 1Dtomat1on Will be of aee1atanoe to 7011 and aleo that 70U will 
get ao• enjoJMnt out of 70ur oont1maed 1nterea1 1D eatell1te aoUrlv. 

Toura e1noere]¥, 

{O.A. COOmt) 
GroQ Captain, 

Bupri!tadept. W,R.I., Woo.era. 



HoC. 3 A 1, IMAl 591 . 0.11SS. INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 
TO SUPERINTENDENT, 

W .R.E., > 
WOOMERA. -.J 

PO/ILS. 

l(h 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
VOUI JILl N.. 

OUI fllf No 

P/32/1. 
fOR fHQUIRIU lfffl TO 

OAH 

30th July, 1963. 

SUBJECT I 

Mrs. 
The following notes prepared qy Yr. Hird should help your reply to 

Wales. 

Our latest information on 19th July, shows that Echo I (60091) 
a period of 115.15 minutes decreasing by about 0.0027 minutes per d~. '*has 

-* 

The decrease is not a constant one and referring to 15th February the period 
was 115.532 minutes with a decrease of 0.0016 minutes per d~. Hence a very 
rough estimate would give a reduction of about 2 minutes in the period since 
the launch in 1960. 

The sighting period after sunset and before sunrise vary with the 
time of year, the periods being longer in summer than in winter and depending 
also upon whether the satellite is near apogee or perigee as a greater 
altitude will extend the sighting period. 

_p-rtJcel:fsion- of' .......... 
/ 
I........-... ._ _Do~e _ 

?::;::fpoint 
N 

of motion of satellite 

Th~ sketch shows the satellite and Earth (not to scale). If the 
Earth were stationary the satellite wou~d always erose the equator at point 
P, but due to the Earth's motion of 361 per d~ from West to East, then 
&ftgr one orbit has elagsed the point P will have moved eastward b.r 
361 X ~ • 28.87 • 

24"""ib'O 
Hence the direction from which the spacecraft comes depends upon 

which part of the orbit is being observed. 

A f'u.rther motion of the orbit is due to the fact that the Earth 
is not a sphere but bulges a little at the equator. This causes the apogee 
point to move in a circle around the spin axis of the Earth i.e. to precess. 
The rate at the time of writing in 3.3 degrees per day. This rate must be 
added to Earths rate in calculating the pointe of equator crossings. There 
are other influences but these are secondary to the amateur observer. At 
this time we are unable to help you with observation times but two books which 
you may find useful in making simple calculations and observations area-

l. Handbook for Observing the Satellites by N.E. Howard, published by 
Thomas Y. Crowell of New York, 1958. 

2. Satellites and Scientific Research by D. King-Hele, published by 
Routledge and Kegan Paul of London, 1960. 

The Moonwatch at Townsville m~ be able to give you observation 
times for Echo I. ;., .. Jo.c..vv~. 

.. .. ~~~ ._ 
( W • !&El'l'YEAR) 

A/PO/ILS. 

P.S. 
Enlarged sketch attached. 

I 

,j 
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56/A83 

Clllof Ottioer P.A. Dwalaa, 
•• '. J.u. Barr!.m. 
'1'bl Awltftllu •t1oll&l LiM, 
C/o J.LP., . 
WJITALLA. B.A. 

1.2 99 

!baDk 7au. tor 7t~e letter of the 13\b JUM, I :regNt 
the dala7 1n NJtl.71Da• 

Oar reooJib reYMl \bai the •tellite 7ou o'b•JW4 oa tM 
11tla JUDO, 1963, •• aoet probab]¥ the Oll!.tea Statea Jalloc. 
Satellite F.Obo, the oftiolal deft.&aa'tion of wblola 1a 1960 Iota 1. 

I aa -"'lite 7ft._. orbital data whio!l baa been -.,llecl 
ll7 ov Spaoe leMUOJl Statloa aacl ftiob _, be ot !Jltereai io 1W• 
'lM Yal•• of tM ot.enta or the OJ'blt are oomlmleu.a]¥ ohanc!aa 
an4 tbl .oat :reoeai valuee vailable are tor tM 11th Jul71 1963. 
'fbe7 are ae toll-•-

S•lmajer axle 

looeabt.oit, ot onli 

~lt.tloa of or'bl\al )tlaM to Oqlaiol' 

Aq "ot ,.ri. ... 
•·uoa 

ll1aln uoeasion of aeoen4.tac aocle 

---~-'-lilltlo JIU'iOII _,1_ 
·~tof,.~ 

Jllll•t of Apq~e 

Yolowlv at JOI'itiM 
foleoiV at &J08M 

1.22938 etU"Ul nlll 

0.()5016 

4?.254° 
19.?41° 
+).1'"0 .. 1' .., 

107.382', 
-3·3009 ,.1' .., 

115.11043 ..... 
- .002)) as-tee ,.1' -
1069.17 Iii. 
185'.31. 
26989 • /bAJu 
24411 Ell /hfiR 

(o.&. 0001•>. o.., C..,tala, 
8ptdptn'F'• !eLL, !e = , 



/ 
MfiS . ~-I~ WfiL£~ C/tj 

lcJ.o h"l~~ 
~/71- Q 

'3 · 7 · G~ 
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/ . 
S.F.C. 3 .4.1. (MAl. S9.1 

C.D.O . 2155. 

• 
. 

I 
SUBJECT 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
TO YOUR FILE No . 

Superintendent, 
WOOMER A. out Fllf No 

61/1 
FROM (Branch or Enablishment) FOl ENQUIRIES R£FU TO 

F. Callus T365 
Jleteorological Office, OAT£ 

WOOJIERA. 15th July. 1963. 

SATELLITE SIGITil'JG - F .A. DOUGLAS. 

It is suggested that a letter on the following liaee be sent 
to F.A. Dougla~. 

Our records reveal that the Satellite you observed on 
11th June, 1963 was most probably the United States Balloon 
Satellite Echo, the official designation of which is 1960 Iota 1. 

Our Space Research Station has also supplied the following 
orbital data which may be of interest to you. 

The values of the elements of the orbit are continuously 
changingJ the most recent values available are for 11th July, 1963 
and are given belowt-

Semi major axis 

Eccentricity of orbit 

Inclination of orbital plane to equator 

Argument of perigee 
motion 

Right Ascension of ascending node 
motion 

Anomalistic period 
motion 

Height of perigee 

Height of Apogee. 

Velocity at perigee 

Velocity at apogee 

1.22938 earth radii. 

. 0.05016 

47-254° 

19.741° 
+3.1699° per day 

107.382° 
-3-3009° per day 

115.17043 minutes 
- .00233 minutes per day 

1069-77 K'm. 

1856.38 Km. 

26989 K'm./hour. 

24411 Km. /hour. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

( F. CALLUS) 

Keteorol ogist. 



S.S.38 

• 
THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE 

M.V./~LAKE-BARIUNE--r-~_j/1!._ __ 

1 7 JUN 1963 PORT-~a.J.le,.........S..A......__ _ _____ _ 

Director, 

Weapons Research Establishment, 

Woomera. S.A. 

Dear Sir, 

13th June 196.3. 

Sa.ttelite Sighting Report II~ JJt~~ ·~ 

Whilst at sea in p -.ssage Port Kembla, NSW, to Whyalla and in position . 
Lat. 38 - 42 S , Long. 142 :- 6 E, South of Port Fairy, Vic, a satellite was 

obsen:ed between Sirius and Procyon at an altitude of 15 degrees. 

It was travell.ing in a Northerly direction at what appaared to be a lower 

heigAth than Echo 1 • The time of sighting was 1809 EST. 
ff.A; Could you let me know if it was one of recent Russian launchings. 

Yours truly, 

i.-J. ~~· -
( Chief orrrcer) 



DD.EC'IOil, I .ll,B. SALIS1IDlY. 
56/483 

I .I.E. lfOOEall. 

A.ttaohed. ia a 00J17 ot a letter ~ ... lilliall ~:!X IASR 
of lindhuker Straaa 15, lald lfruUrlDg, 0/- Jlunioh, , 
wherein he request• intu.tion ocmoerning the Mtal ball wbioh 
waa tcnm4 near Brok• Rill reomrtl.7 ana which, it ia understoocl, 
has been reterr.cl to )"CMl tor Uctifl.oation. 

ITo t!Dubt JUU will reply direoUy to :;:uh· 

Bnol. 

( Q.A,COOPEI) 
~ Capta1a 

81;p!idp\ID4s1e I ilele 'W! r•· 



llr. I.B •• aah, 
Wincttmter Strae• 15, 
lalcl !'ru4a:r1Jis, 
0/- lhmich, 
CIDWOY. 

hazo Sir, 

0831 

In aoknowlcdging reoel»t ot 70ur letter ot 2Dl ....,, 19&3 Wherein 
7CU haYe Cqulret tor p&riioulan ot a ..at ball NCMU'17 tOIBII la 
thie OOUD'tz71 :J'OV ~ Ma ... ~tiii'NI te tiM M.No\o:r, l .ld., 
Sal18ba7, Soatla Autralla, te:r -.u_..t1• alii NJa1T I!Notq to 

r-:::ellfal~, 
( c • .t.OOQfla) 
..... Oa)Jtata 

9!rdJd.a.t, W,!sl. Wop IZ:!s 



Vindhuker Straeae 15, 
Wald Trudering, 
O/o Munich, Germany, 
May 2, 1983. 

The woamera weapons Research Establishment, 
Voomera, Australia. 

Gentlemen: 

I read in a reoen t newspaper , that you haw 
made an examination of a mysterio08 metal object, re• 
oently found in Australia, Which object 1a said to be 
a pressure vessel from a space vehicle. I am on the 
Advisory Committee of the National Investigation com
mittee on Aerial Phenomena, of washington, D.c., and 
am extremely interested to learn more of your findings. 

It would be appreciated if you would be kitd 
enough to send me any informa..tion pertinent to this 
object. 

Very truly yours, 

a-~~ 
WILLIAM BRENTON NASH 

WINDHUKER STRASSE 15 

WALO· TRUOERING 

c:la MUWCH. GERMAt01 



Superintendent , 
L. R. W. X. E. , 
,'00 :...RA S . A. 

~~~ - 9~ 
MARALINGA RANGE SUPPORT UNIT, 

MARALINGA, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Comd 

,(_,). .. ~pr 6 3 

ASTRAL PHEtiO,,'JENA OBS~.R'T.::D AT r.:.;.R~r~:; -' ON 17th APRIL 1963 

1. Subtended is a report submitt ed by Sc ientific Observers 
concerning an observation at 1858 hours on 17th April :-

"At 1858 hours on th.e abovementioned day the 
TM Trial s Team obse~ved a luminous region in 
the sky bearing 090'11~ . from buil Sing Tl.! 1 at 
an e l evation of s.. .... Jyro·<imately 20 , adjacent 
to a star at this bearing , at a cragnitude of 
approximately 2. 

One minute later a series of short duration 
(less th~ t sPc) flashes occurred at approx . 
2 second it tervals , each flash aspearing at 
a vertical separation of about 2 below that 
preceding it . 

Subsequant to this ~ patch of luminosity , 
substending about 1 was observ~d lasting 
about 1 minute . 

A theoJoli te and hand bearin0 compass we-~e set 
up to determine the bearing and altitude of the 
star referred to above on the fol lowi ng day . 

This star did not appear deepit e a clear sky. 11 

2 . I t is thought that these observations probabl y rel ate to 
the firing of <:I. Skylark rocket reported in the press on the 
19th April , 1963 . 

3. Forwarded for info~mation and interest . 

4 . It is regretted that there is no fixed grid reference 
for the buil ding referr ed to as T;.i 1 . 

/ 1~~~tonel , 
Range Commander 

CO FID.C:N'TIAL 



•r. H.1. Greahali, 
7 Steel Street, 
DLlK>URD s.B.B 

Dear Sir, 

0420 

!'hank 70u for 7ov.r letter of the 6th hroh, 1963. 

Our reoorda rewal that the satellite 7ou obeene4 
on the 25th lebruar.J was the Unite4 States Balloon Satellite 
Echo, the offiolal dea1pt1cn of which ia 1960 Iota 1. 

Our Space Research Station baa also supplied the follow
ina orbital data whloh ~ ba of interest to 7ou. It was taken 
on the 15th Jaroh, 1963. 

Sead. major axie 

locentr1o1v ot orbit 

Ino11Dat1• of orlti tal 
plane to ~tor 

Per1o4 
Beipt ot peri&M 
Be!&ht of apo.-. 

Velooitt at J)erlpe 

Yeloo1v at apope 

1.23198 earth radii 

0.01373 

47.211° 

115.53 llimatea 

1371.85 ~: .. 

158'1.55 r: .. 
25995 1: • ./Bau 

25291~ 

(G.A. COOPII) 
Czwp Captain, 
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' .. 
$.f C. 3 • 1, {MAR. 59.) 

SUBJ ECT 

9o 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

TO 

Superintendent, 
WOOMERA. 

FROM (Branch or Establishment) 

Meteorological Offioo, 
WOOMERA. 

vou• FilE No 

OUR fiL[ No, 

fOR ENQUIRIES REFER TO 

F.Callue T365 
01\TE 6 20th March, 19 3· 

SATELLITE SIGH.TnW - H.J. GRESHAM, VICTORIA. 

It is suggested that a reply on the following linea be 
sent to R.J. Gresham. 

Enquiries made here indicate that the Satellite mentioned 
in your letter of 6th March, was the United States Balloon 
Satellite Echo, the official designation of which is 1960 Iota 1. 

The Woomera Space Research Station have supplied the 
undermentioned orbital data for 15th March, 1963. 

Semi major axis 

Eccentricity of orbit 

Inclination of orbital plane to 
equator 

Period 

Height of perigee 

Height of apogee 

Velocity at perigee 

Velocity at apogee 

1.23198 earth radii. 

0.01373· 

47-211° 

115.53 minutes. 

1371.85 IC.m. 

1587·55 K.m. 

25995 K.m./Hour. 

25291 K.m./Hour. 

j4wi~ ....................•......• 
(F. CALWS) 

Meteorologist. 



H.J. Gresham 

._ .... trophysical Department 

.H.ocket ltange 
U'oommera S .A • 

.Uear ~irw, 

7 ~teele ~t. 
M.eloourne S.E.8o 

6th March 1963 

Would you kindly identify t his satellite : 
k .. 

Observed on the ~~ February 1963. . . 
Time and passage: 9 p.m. at ~adir to 9.03 p.m. at near- horizon . 
Direction: \rest to hast, sl1ghtly nortJ'wards. 

Locat1on ; Approx1mately m1dway between Crux and Orion. 

~ize : ~qual to 2nd magnitude star. 

Luminosity: A steady, clear, golden light • 

.Progress: At an even rate in a straight line. 

'l•hanking you for your information, 

Yours fa1thfully , 

/;.j g~ 





r . 



~ f .C. J • .1 IMAK. S9 
C D.O . 2155. 

SUR]ECT 

FROM ( llr:tnt h ur u l .thlhhnu.:nl) 

CONI'ROLLER 

A letter has been received from the Department of External 
Affairs stating that the United states Embassy has informally sought 
their assistance in obtaining information which might be used in the 
identification of space vehicle fragments. The Embaes1 stated that 
if a luminous object is observed in the atmosphere and/or fragments 
are recovered which might be associated with the re-entry or earth 
impact of space vehicles, the following information would be helpful 
in identif,ying the vehicle and determining ita origin :-

1 • Obsermtion of Luminous Obl ecta 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Date and time of the observation(s) . 

Location of the observer(s) (city, town, etc. or 
eeographic coordinates). 

Trajectory or flight path of the object (compass 
heading) and its location relative to observer(s). 

Burning characteristics, i.e. colour; whether light 
was steady or pulsating, whether streamers were 
emitted (sparkler effect). 

Has break-up of the object observed? If so, the 
estimated geographic coordinates, locating the 
point of break-up. 

Was noise associated with the flight? 

2. Observation of Impact(s) and/or Recovery of Fragment(a) 

(a) Date and time of' impact(s) or recovery of fragment(s). 

(b) Location of observer(s) and/or coordinates locating 
area where fragments were recovered. 

(c) Dispersion of fragments within the recovery area. 

(d) Was noise associated with the impacts? 

(e) If impacts were not observed, but heard, the date 
and time of noise. 

(f) Physical description of the fragments, i.e. length, 
width, thickness, weight, condition, etc. 

(g) Descript~on of any numbers, letters, inspection 
stamps, 'or other identif.ying marks on the fragments. 

(h) Nature of terrain - wooded, sandy, pasture, etc. 

ff 

/2 



"' . -~ 

' 

CONFIDENT14L 
- 2-

PO/SRS and PO,ffl at Woomara hn.ve been aokod to report on 
such occurrences seen bf mambers of thei~ eta££. Other people in 
the Woomer~ are~ may also notice this type of phenomena. When a~ 
inBtancca are brought to your notice would you please arrange for ao 
much of the above information as possible to be aent to the Superintendent, 
Optical lnstr~entation Diviaion, Saliabury. Before the report is 
submitted proper conBideratlon should be given to ensure the phonomona. can 
be reasonably Judged to have boon caused by the apace vehicle rather than 
ooteors, balloon sondee , aircraft , fuel tanks or other tiems jettisoned ~ 
aircraft, etc . 

No special effort io justified in order to obtain those reports . 

(R. P. Bonnell) 
FCR CONI'ROLLER 

P7 
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S.F C. 3 . 4.1, (MAR. 59.1 

C.D 0 . 2155. 

SUBJECT 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
TO 

Superintendent, 
WOOMERA. 

FROM (Branch or Establi,.hmenl) 

YOUI FlU No 

56/483 
OUI fllf No. 

FOI ! NQUIII! S lffU TO 

F. Callus T365. 
DAlE 

Meteorological Office, 
WOOMER!. 9th August, 1962. 

REPORTS ON UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT, STRANGE OCCURRENCES,ETC. 

Reference Enclosure 85. 

With reference to the attached letter from 
Mr. Allvar, Elliott, N.T., it is thought that the 
object seen was the planet Venus. 

SUrvey Section state that on let August, 1962 
at 9.15 p.m. c.s.T. the pl~et was on the western 
horiBon on a bearing of 274 true at an elevation 
of 2 as seen from Elliott. · At present the 
magnitude of Venus is -3.7 which makes it seven times 
brighter than the brightest star, Sirius. The change 
of colour as this planet sets is a phenomenon sometimes 
observed when the visibility is unusually good and when 
the planet sets well after sunset. It is due to 
atmospheric refraction. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
(F. CALLUS) 

Senior Meteorologist. 
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Dr. J • Fl. v. Scott • 

Colonel D.tanee, 
Box 1391 K., G.~.o., 

Adelaide. 

Dear Colonel Durance, 

106 Thorne St. , 
Wagga Wagga, 38., 

29 May 1962. 

It was good of you to reply at such length to the 
inquiry which settled for us the identity of the satellite seen here 
on March 6t~. last. 

read your letter. 
I passed ont~e information by letting the ot~ers 

Subse~ent to t~at extraordinary sig~ting of wnat 
looked like a fourth to the normal t~ree of Orion's Belt we found it on 
four,if not five occasions after t~at with one miss iP the middle due 
to cloud. In t~se eases it rose north of Achernar each time it~ not 
much apparent difference in t~e arising site but it then went t~rough 
t~e Southern Cross several times and each time getting more north of it 
till well noBth and the last time we were able to find it. 

I think we were a11 a bit surprised to think that 
t~ote t.,_irg we saw moving was at its earliest over s.a. QJ.eenaland and 

at latest beyond New Zealand. 

Your~ f:tt. lyC'
11 c:Jil·) ~ 1r (tL , f'a .<PI~ . 



. S.F.C 3 .• . 1. !MAL 59.1 
c.o.o. Zl" 

SUBJECT 

~ H.ESrl ~ LlD a. t.JJ 
l't-?.1 - . 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM RTMENT OF SUPPLY 
TO 

Superintendent, 
loomera. 

FROM (Bra.;ch or E11abll1bmeal) 

.IRA. 

Establishment 
Woomera. DATE 11 th May f 1 962 , 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT. 

The attached report of an Unidenti~ied Flying 
Object was submitted by the Security Officer, (Admin
istration) Mr. B. Gillespie is f orwarded for your 
int' or mation. 

2. The Meteorological Officer is of the opinion 
that the object coul d be a Meteorite. 

. J . A. HANLON), 
shment Security Officer, 

~ . R, E, , Woomera. 



1. 

2. -

s. 
6. 

a. 

10. 

11. 

13. 

14. 

18. 

20. 

# 

r 

REroRT ON AER.I .. ..L OBJ.E:cr OBSERVED 

s . R. G. ~.~?ORD, J. G. HI"" ~~\D "· H NK VEEN Name of Observer • •••• • • •• •• • • •••• • •••••• • • • ••••••••• • •••••••••••••• , 
C/- J . "'< . :'T \F r :z ..) , .orn~-:~\ . 

Address of Observar • • ••••••• • • • • o•• • • •• • •••••••••••• •••••••••• • •• • • • 
I ffiTRUL!ENI' 1iAICJR ,BOIL:rtM.~~ WELDZR, AND 

Occupation of Observer •• •• • ••• • o~' _ - ·· ,. ••• ., ., . - ,.., . ••••••• 
..._ • f't..,to J :.J 1 .1.J JU ~ a 

Dat e and time of obeervation(time ~ven in 24 hour clock zonal t ime) 
2000 hrs . Sunday 15/4/62 

•••• •• • ••• • • o• •o• •••• ••o•o •• o•o • ••• • oe• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
APPROX. 8-9 seconds 

Period of observation(~~·· · · ~ · ~ ••• •••• •••• • •••••••••• • •••••••••••••• 

Manner of observat ion ; ( Give details of own posit i on qy map r efer
ence if possible , or by lmown landmarks, and deecri be any equi pnent 
used in the observation). 

PL- \S..., SEE MAP 

••••• • • • • •••••• • •• o••••oYtt• • • • •• • ••• •• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••• • ••• •• • •••• 0 •• • •••• • ••• • • •• • •••• •• • •• ••••••••• • •• • ••••••••••• 

• • • ••• •• • •••~·~ •o,• • cooo•••o•o•• • •o • • ••••••• •• ••••••• • •• • ••••••••••• 

Where was object first observed, eg overhead , coming from behind a 
hill , over the horizon, etc. 

OV~BEAD - ABOUT 80° UP FROM HORIZON. 
••••••••• • • ••• •• • • oo••o • t~.., • •• o ••• •• • •••••••••••••• • • ••& ••••••••••••• 

What first attracteu observer ts attention, eg light or noise 
LIGHT 

•••••• • •• o•c ••• ••ft••••o• • • • •• •o •• • •• • •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Did obj ect appear a s a light or as a definite object 

AS A SHARP ,VELL DJ:FIN-m o· f ... JBJ~CT . 
••• • •• ••••••••• • ••• • • •• • • • o••• o•••• • •• •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

If there was moro 
t hei r formation. 

than one object, how many were thore , and what was 
ONLY ONE 8 ec~i OB.r ZCT 

BRILLIANT C'l1EEN 
What was the colour of the light or obj~ct •• • •• • •••••••••••••••••••• 

ROUND 
What was its apparent eh~paoo c oooo a • o • • •• • • •••• o• •••••••••••••••••• • 

Was any detail of structure observable • • •• • • ~?• • •••••••••••••••••••• 

••••• • • •••••• ••o • ~~~•:••••~~ •o o •••• • •• •• • ••••• ••~ ••••••••••••••••••• 

W th d .1> 1 . b . NO as any me o o£ propu s~on o v~ous • • • ~ ••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••• 

NO 
Was there any sound. • ••• •• c•o • ••o • •• • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 

. STAR,ED 86° AND DOWN TO HORIZON 
Height, or angle of elevat~ono • o • o••• • • •••·••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ABOUT ONE 1 UARTER THB SPEED OF THE 
Speed, or angular V•)loci ty oo .,. •• TJ~!-~ ~ . ..... ~I lfl .aT •••••••••••••• 

State any exporienco which 
about tho answers gi.von to 

en~bles observer to be reasonably certa i n 
16 and 17. 

RAD ORD ;s A PILOT AND A MEMBER '"'1? THE .. .... .. .. .. .... _, .. ., .. ....... .... ...... .. ........... . /f...l~~FP. /, .. 0 .. C!:Z:,IDING 
CT,UB. 

Direction of flight with r eference to landmarks or points of the 
compass 
AP~OX. 060° 11. l?POM PO DE' 0"11 OBSERVATi on. ( ....... '~YTR :D BY 

••••• •••••••·· · ····· ·· · · ·o., •.•• • • ••••• • • , ••• • •••• • ••••••• A• OO · -• - L..t\TRR) 

Di d the object r emain on a straight path, deviate or manouevre at all. 

ON A V"~<.iY SLir-TIT u~C . 
•• • ?~• •• • eoe ooeooeoo Ret cooc e oo~o •~ •••••o••••• •••• • • • • • ••• • •••••••••• 

•• /2. 



21. 

24 • 

• 

25. 

26. 

* 

.2. 

Was any trail of exhaust, vapour or light seen ••••• ~9••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Where did objeot disappear, eg, in mid air, behaiPd a hill, over 
· the horizon. 

BEHIND HILL 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Existence of any physical evidence such as fragments, photographs, 
or other supporting evidence. 

THE P • ..RTY SEARCHED THE AREA ON SUNDAY 29/4/62 FOR EVIDENCE 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

OF I MPACT OR FRAGMENTS . THEY J<NERE NOT SUCCF.S~FDL 
Weather conditions experi enced at timetsJ or observa~1on~s)~ 

Location of any air traffic in the vicinity at the time of sighting 

. ................. ~~. ~~~~ .. ~~~P~¥.!. ~P. . !!1.~ .TI9l.tnTX· ......... . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Location of any met eorological stations in the general area. 

WOO"MERA • 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

,..,_ dd. t . 1 · f t · NIL • ~ a 1 1ona 1n orma 1on•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.•.•.•..••.••....•..................•...••..•••.. , •.....••.......... 
MY ASSESSMENT OF OBS~RVRRS - RELIABLE • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sinoe it is normally impossible to estimate the height and speed of 
a strange object it will uaually bo better to endeavour to determine 
the angle of el evation of the object, the anglo through which it moved 
and the time taken to do this. 

Questions 25, 26 and 27 to be answered by interrogator. 

( B. GILI ESP IE ) 

~ECURITY OFFTC~R, AD~IN. 8/5/62. 



1. 

2.-

6. 

8. 

10. 

11. 

13. 

16.* 

18. 

REroifl' ON AERIAL OBJEOI' OBSERVED 

Name of Observer 81)~ \ Cf 1 ~Al?f9 R~, ;r t ~·.'ffit'.I~~J?-~P,.,.~ . ~-~ . Yr.Fili t •••• 

Address of Observer •• • P/.-.• ~ ~~.·.~'!'#:~ . QI_,~_, •• P~l~W.4.-. . ~11\• •• , •••• 

Occupation of Observer a· .DlSTRW. Wor • .M AXE.R,.SOU. l AK'iU/~'I.ll:r.,~ER .&l'RADES 
• ~P. (RF.SPECT . ) 

Date and t ime of obeorvat ion(ti me given in 24 hour cl ook zonal time) 

20 . 05 hrs . SUNDAY 1 5/ 4/62 . 
•••••••••• ••• • •o • • • • • ••• ooe oo eo • •• • •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

s ev en seconds 
Period of observation, &~ ·· ·• • • ' •••• o ••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••• 

Manner of observat ion; (Give det ails of own position b,y map r ef er
ence i f possible, or by known landmarks , and describe. any equipnent 
used i n the observation)e 

PLEASE SFH' v AP 
•••• •• • o • •o• • •• ••• • • •• •• •• • •• • •••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••• • ••••• •oot t tl ao ••• • • • • a •• ••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••• • • • •• • o u o• ~• •• t oooe e o o e o o o o o ••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 

Wher e was object fir st observed, eg overheads coming f r om behind a 
hill , over the horizon, etc 5 

ABOUT 40° UP FROM HORI ZON, E~TI 'AT~D HEIGHT 4 , 000 feet 
• • •• • ••••• • • • •• • • 0 • 0 ~ • 0 • '"' ~ "" • • 0 • 0 •• • • •• • ••••••••••••• •• •••••••••••••• 

What first attr acted obser ver 1s att ent i on, eg light or noise 

LI GHT, AND THE FACT THAT THll' OBSERW,RS W'li'RE STILL LOOKING 
•• • ••• • •• o• ••• •• • ft• •• • t't • • • • ,• • o••••• o • • ••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IN G "'NERAL DI R""CTION AFrl".R OBSFRVING THlS E'IRST OBJECT. 
Di d obj ect appear as a light or as a definite object 

AS A DULL LI GHTFD OBJ~Cl' • 
•••••••• •• o • o ••• .. ~•• • •~ • • • • • • • ~ • • •• • •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

If t here was more t han one obJect , how many wer e ther e , and what was 
thei r formati on. ONE ONLY 

What was t he colour of t he liGht or obj ect •••• PPJ.T. . 0~~. 1..'1!~ ••••• 

Was any detai l of s t ruct ure observable •• • • JLQT .~~~~.X ......•...•• 

•••••• •••• • •• ••• • •~ • • •c • o •o ooo oe o o • • • • ••• •••oe •• • • • ••••••••••••••••• 

Was any method of propulsion obvi ous • •• , •••• :tfQ, ••••••••••••••••••••• 

H · ht , 1 f - t · . FC::.TTMATE 4QOO ' ~NGLE OF DESCEBT e~g , or ang. co e~eva ~ou~ ·o·• ~••, ••••••• ••••~••••••••••••••••• 

40°. 
Speed, or angul ar vol oci t y. o 1.50 ,\( • .P. . ll. J.A.Ri~O.X.~ ••• • •••••••••••••• 

State any experienc8 whi ch enabl es observer to be r easonably certain 
about tho answers gi.v ... .n to 16 and 17 • 

• • • • R.A.D.b'ORn ei S. A ~I>IIJXC • Nn .~. ~.wmFR .OF. 'l'.H~ . S/ .. 11. . ·1m .&. ~J:DIN G 
CLUB . 

Direction of f light with r ef erence t o landmarks or points of t he 
compass 

APP"ROX. 060~' . FROM POINT OF OBSERVATION 
••••• o • ~•" •• • •~'~ " "~• • •• • • • o .,• • • • ••• • ••••• • ••• o •• • • •• .. •• • ••••••••••••• 

Did the obj ect remain on a strai ght path, devia t e or manouevre at all • 

.S'I'~ClliTo .E.;.T:tt .F~O ' • • 4000.' • .At . Mat. F .. Slli'. tD::' . . ~ . .4ffF~ &W. m I MPACT 
WITH SCRUB ABOUT 2-3 ''ILF.S FROM OBSFRVATION POINT . 

o o/2. 



• 

21. 

22. 

24 • 

• 

25. 

26. 

* 

.2. 

Was any trail of exhaust, vapour or light 
NO 

seen•••••••••••••••••••••• 
' 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Where did object disappear, eg, in mid air , behaiPd a hill, over 
the horizon. 

THE OBJECT ABPEARED TO I MPACT ABOVT 2- 3 •ILES AWAY. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Existence of any physical evidence such as fragments, photographs, 
or other supporting evidence • 

• 'P!?i . ~~~.rr:! . ~~.~~!-:~ .!!1.~ .~~A .~1! . !'R~~X .~~t !/.~~: . . t:crr. !l.~cJ.~nce of 
Il r ACT OR FRAG ~S. THEY WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL . 

Weather conditions experienced at time(s) or observation(e). 

Location of any air traffic in the vicinity at the time of sighting 

. NO KNOWN TRAFFIC IN THE VICINITY. 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Location of any meteorological stations in the general area. 

iOOMERA • 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Any additional information ••• ~I~~·•·•••••••••••••••••••••••••·••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

t(Y •• A'q ~~P.'1W1' •• 0.~. 9~'q~~Yi\&~ •• :-•• 'IJ~:e~Fo,. •••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Since it is normally impossible to estimate the height and speed of 
a strange object it will uaually be bett er to endeavour to determine 
the angle of elevation of the obj ect, the angle through which it moved 
and the time taken to do this. 

~estions 25, 26 and 27 to bo answered by interrogator. 

IJJ4r~ 
( B. GILLF.SPIE.) 

SECURITY OFFICER • AD~IN . 8/f/62. 
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Dr. ~.H.V. Seott, 
106 'ftaol'M Btnet, 
WAIGl WJSMtl, w.a.w. 

Dlar Dr. Boott, 

Tot~ ...._~ •• tM -.rt.- .._ •te1U:te • 
the ....W. of lluoh 6tla. hoaJf'U 1ooatioa, Ol'ioa'• llelt, at 
7 ·fJ P••• B.S.If. wcnalt appear 25"'W of •· at - elwatioa ef a'bod 
53 • lfba Boho ute111te at tut tt.e wa ...-...a-wn Qllu
lant at a het.pt of 950 Idle• aa4 tnftllillc .. -u. 1an at a 8pM4 
of 15,850 •• p.h. (264 •ilea per .tmate). -., tM tt. p. 1on 
allht of it at alGat 7.40 P•••• it waa .. 11 eaat of ... lea1aal, 
hanq pu_. onr Wneanle, tM ._.. .. ani t1ae lolrUl Ialani 
of ... Z.alual. 

lfhia aatelllte 1• a k11._ 100 feet 1D U..ter .... 
of Ye-q tlWl Jf:rlar plutlo ~ w1 tJa al.tai•, .... i• .... 
1D o •n1•t1- ezperi.Mat• eiapq •• a p&Hift nfiHtel' of 
n41o aipa1•. It olro1ee the eartla eftZ'J" 116,) .w.tee 1D aa 
o~lt whioh la iDoU.Mt to the eqaator at aa ...,_. ef 47.3 ....... 

You will appi'Hlate that ita ftl7 •1• ap)&ftllt moti• 
1a • aooo.t of lt• 4l•taoe, ita z.ae 1ft.~ • tM 6tla llu* 
be lac 1ft. 1 ,000 1111H at ita ol .. at to prek•~ 3,000 .Ue• -.. 
it cllappearel. ~ nn. 

( ...... , 
Oo1-1, 

lptrtatn1nt• W,LL, ·-·· 



.r'-1 Secretary, 
Voornera Rncket Range n, 
S0ut~-:t Australia . 

Dear Sir• , 
1 ·iould ... ~ -">lic;ed tf yon cun tell rr,.e w~~ t1 t \JhS we 

saw ~ere last n1g ~ : 

I VIUs out in t1e gar·der. &rd on loo.Kirlg at 
t'1e Cnnstellat inn of Ol•ion w~:~.s just telling mys~lf tl-)ut this is 
norsense - t'1ere 01~ht to be only t~ree at&rs in t~e belt and 
t'1otg'1t I was seetng tlo-tiigs t~.nd quic.cly t'1otgh.t sul'ely J &m r.ot 
a luc-<y witness '"o a nova. By t'1.e1. m. stt..r.dine:, quite still 
I could s•e t'1en t'"tutit was somet'1ing moving . Sn t~e four st~:~.rs 
( t'1e odd 1 ti aa on t'1e left 0f tt,e fixed t~ree) l'or 1:1 time were 
in t 1t1.t ode '0 sit ion Qf s'"tewir.g ·foul' .in lille . By the t ... me Ihc:.d 
run tQ t~-te n~-a~bours after gning ir to call my wife it Whs obvious 
it Vias moving at a majestic so1•t of nl:!.ce . !>o vve t:-11 Hutb'1od it 
to see if tt woul5 score a bull on ~H·iua but I thinl< it 'as a 
neur m~ss,low . I followed it east by ~outh tjll it dis&nneared 
about 15 de3 . above the '1or1zon due to '1ig'1 tr~es nnt f&r away . 
~o t'1at \Jill "..i.Ve you a ore+ty exact lire to fnllov1 Witl1. t'1e time 

.stated +:o be &s netir as can be ,iu+- abn•tt bet;Jr .. en7 . 30nm. and 7 . 40nm 
and nrbtibly not more t~an 7 . 35 w~en r·rst sig1ted . 

It was brig~t~r t~ar R~gAl, t~R t~r~R if t~o belt 
and BetPlJeuse an~ AldebHl'f:I.I t; &t f'rst s't:'.,tir:t: not s0 lnnc~ snner-
ior to t'1e t 1ree of t~e belt ( ~ t, made me t'"tj 1 k 1 t vwas jns t suc'1 
ano..,~er as t'1e t~-tree 1 It ,,.,.~ like R ~'ehly nr"'lj s~ed golden sn~ere 
ref' lect it~ t'1e l ig 1t back to us . Tfaybe '1.hV 51..,; looked at 1 t \11 t~ 
a 10x5o nail' of binoculura mAmory of its brig,tftoss eoes a b:t to 
tl)at view so let us 1·evtn-t to t'1.e na.kea eye v.t,!.ch t~o ~g~t tt about 
a mate ro~ t~P. t~rPe of t'1.P belt . 

A swoon of tf-}e v.e ste1·n sky u1d rot l·evcal t~e 
Suke to rte . I was runn!.ng a line libout 5 des . mostly or t~e 

/ nol't'l-•est sectol' 11'll~~;;lj!V. 

Dl' . J . ! .v .Scott, (.__ j..) 
7 .1arc'1 1362 . 
106 T'lorne St • , 
•a ·r:ra Wa "ea ,.. co w 3 ..:.. 

"""'" ........ """' 1 l· . ,~ •• t..J 



H .C 3.4.1. IMAI. 59.1 
c.o.o. 21, 

SUBJECT 

REST lOOT - . . 

INTERNAL 
TO 

ouperint endent , :-
VI .R .E . ~~'oomera ?1-

FROM (Draach or Eatabllabment) 

""'~ t a.blisf'\Ment 
1.1.::.:: . oomera. 

UNIDE TIFIED FLYING OBJECTS . 

YOUR fiLf No. 

OUR FILE No. 

5/1~6/5 IRA . 
FOR INQUIRIES REfER TO 

The following is forwarde for your information -
A report has been received from Mrs . E . Brewster of Coober 
Pedy of the sighting of an unidentified flyine object on the 
night of 24th . January 1962 . The object was observed for 
one minute. There was no noise. 

2 . The following details are submitted :-

(A) Anproximate Height - Arm extended - Six hands ·width 
above horizon. 

(B) Locality N/fl . of Coober Pedy in direction of 
Mabel Creek. 

(C) Line of Flight - 1 /W. of Coober Pedy. 

(D) Object appeared to be orange and blue li ht breaking 
into fragments . Object disappeared after breaking up . 

( .J . A . HANLON) , 
Estab ~snment Security Officer, 

W .R .E . Vloomera . · 

R.E£)1 iut;li.D · - - .. .. .. . -- -







All carr. to be addressed to 
the Superintendent 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

Telegrams: \.....,. "Rocran'~mera WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT, WOOMERA, 

Telephone : Woomera West 51 

56/483 

Mrs. K.H. Dunn, 
Private Mail Bag, 
Pudna Mutna, 
A•oolawatana, 
via COPLEY, S.A. 

Dear Mrs. Dunn, 

Postal Address: 

BOX 1391 K, G.P.O., 

ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

~April, 1961. 

I am sorry we have been some time in sending 
you a further letter. 

The Principal Officers in charge of various 
scientific matters on the Range are interested in the 
accuracy of your reporting, but of course, a lot of 
the work we do here requires and receives electronic 
and camera type results. There could be occasions 
when an observer might be of help, end should this 
occur, we would be glad to ask your assistance. 

Thank you again for writing to us. 

Yours sincerely, 

(R. DURANCE) 
Colonel, 

Superintendent, W. R,E,. , rtoomera, 



... uw J.l. Laaraae ,. Q. Cn.tc. 
Po.t Ofttoe :Ia 210, 
Il'!'"CB, fU4. 

leu 81n, 

L 

2043 

ft •- ntenaoe to 70111r letter ot 2Ttll .lprU, 1"1, 1 t 
11 prHUl.e tlur.t tlae olt~eet 7f11e .- wu a ..teor of tlae laqer 
ftri-'7, po.dltq ~ tile n.nltal.l olu.. 1M t..lllU' 
ltf'al11• 8'kz'l' 11 &lao a ..teor, wt la tUa oue *• d• 1• .. 
...U (&Mat - pa1a of ...a) tMt t• Yidltle Udl pftflaa•l 
u it liMta ., ta tJae at-.p._,. 1• ..t ~ ~· J.arcer 
pi.- &1M •• tlae at•apllue Rt at 1•• fnq1111t tlnftft.la. 

Ia ana. n.ote tra. oi'7 ~·• ...,_.. of 1...
••eon an..,. o~ •• .. ~tq reoelw ..,...a. ta ..a 
uo..a w.c-:n aN& tor -...ple. lfM n.- alii rl11~1 t .....,_ 
ot tlae apl..t• an tJ'pioal of tllli8 1upr •tee 111111 tlda p~t• 
• to __..t that tllia 1a tu pla•n••• 7W •••1 teet. 

(1. DJI&IC•) 
Col-1, 

a..rl!!g'n!• ....... !!g E!s 

UNCLASSIFif 



I 

S r t 2 ~ I I MAl SO .I 
C.O.O. U)) 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

I I 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

• TO YOUl m' No. 

UPERINT ENDENT 1 WOOMERA. OUl fllf No. 

FROM (Draael. or Eolabllolu.nl) t,OK "QUIA !~) mu TO 
T,273 1>. • . oJl· n 

P,O,/S, R,S,, • L,v._ERA, 
01\lt 12th l:lay . 1961 

SUBJECT ENCLOSURE 69 7 FILE 56/483. 

I suggest a reply along the following lines :-

"It is probable that the object sighted was a 
meteor of the larger variety, possibly approaching the fire
ball claso. The familiar "falling star" is also a rr.eteor 
but in this case the size is so small (about one grain of 
sand) that the visible trail produced as it heats up in the 
atmosphere is not very bright. Larger pieces also enter the 
atmosphere but at less frequent intervals. 

In areas remote from city lights, reports of 
larger meteors a~e more common. We frequently receive reports 
in and around the Woomera area for example, The flash and sub
sequent sound of the explosion are typical of the larger 
meteor and this prompts me to suggest that this is the 
phenomenon you observed". 

/li}-t ___ 
(P. V. l~ORAN) 
P,O, /S .R. S. 



( 

56/483 

Captain J. Maan, 
m.T. "S1gli", 
C/o Royal Interooean Linea, 
255 George Street, 
SXDRX· N. s. w. 

Dear Sir, 

~ May, 1961. 

1873 

Thank you for your letter ot the 12th April, 

A aback has been m-.le on b pos1 t1ons ot all 
artificial aatell.itea at the time ot 70ur obeorvation, 
and it ia certain that the ob)tct aiahted waa tho 1 oo tt. 
balloon launabed b7 the National Aeronautics and Space 
Adll1n1atrat1on and known as "Projeot Eoho". The balloon 
naterial is a i thou sandwich of eluminiwa toil aD4 "117lar" 
plastic. 

Thie satellite was put into orbit to provide 
a madiwa tor "passive" com:nunication experiments wherein 
radio nesaagea are bounced ott the sphere to be received 
thoueanda of mile a tram tho trans 1 ttor. A aecordary 
object was to stud7 the vvriationa in the density ot the 
atmosphere at tbe e telli te height by measuri~ the etrecta 
ot atmospheric drag. 

"• cho" w s launched in August, 1960. Ita height 
above the earth aurtaoe ia of tba order ot 1000 ldlea. 'l'be 
orbit aroUDd the earth taka a about 2 houra. WMil the aun 
ah1m a on it during the night hour a it appe ... to tbe ob
aerYer as a mortnc star of IJJ8C1l1 tude 2 or thereabout a. 
In1 tially spherical in ahal8, the aatelllte haa b7 now 
lost thia shape to a certain extent aDd therefttN tM 
brightness variea as lt rotate• about ita oWD axla. 

I trust tbat the abon will provide 70U with 
the in:tormaUon 70u seek. It ia ver7 aratit71na to kDoW 
that 70ur 1nte .. iutereat in )'Our a1ght1Da pJIOIII)te4 )'Our 
excellent letter. 

Youra ~ruu.,, 

(R. DURANCK) 
ColoMlt 

8BJ)!Elp1j!D41pSe ·····I .• r• 



The Director, 
Rocket Range 
Woomera. S .lr. 

P.O.BOX 210, 
Longreach. 
27th.April. 1961. 

Dear Sir, .....,q \Cr-' 

At approximately 8.42 p.m. on Sunday 9/4~61 
we were fishing on the Thomson River approximately five 
miles above Longreach when the whole area was lit by a 
flash resembling that of lightning. With no storm activity 
in the area our eyes were naturally drawn to the clear 
sky. Almost directly overhead we observed an object 
travelling at high speed and leaving a white comet like 
trail to a point approximately 30 degrees above the Northern 
horizon where it petered out in a trail of red sparks. 
It travelled almost half the sky in a second or two • 
Approximately three minutes later a dull expiosion was 
heard. 

This may or may not be a natural phenomenon 
but the information is supplied in the hope that it may 
be of use. - .J 

You'J:sll!fai thfully, 

3~~&~ . C. 
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H .C. l. A I !MAR. 59 I INTERNAL MEMORANDUM DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
c.o.o. u~~. 

VOUI IIU No • TO 

SUPERINTENDENT, WOOMER A. 
OUR filE No 

fOl f NQUil lfS lHEl TO FROM ( Bra nch or E.-!ahli, hmcnt) 
P.V. uoran T. 273 

P.O./S.x . s . , wom.'l.ERA. DATE 

SUBJECT ENCLOSURES 63, 4, 5. FILE 56/483. 

I suggest the following be the text of the 
reply to Capt. Maan ' s letter :-

May 

11A check has been made on the positions of 
all artificial satellites at the time of your observation. 
It is certain that the object sighted was the 100 ft. 
balloon launches by the National Aeronautics and Space Ad
ministration and knovm as "Project Echo 11 • The balloon 
material is a ~ thou. sandwich of aluminium foil and 'Mylar ' 
plastic. 

This satellite was put into orbit to 
provide a medium for "passive 11 conmru.nication experiments 
wherein radio messages are bounced off the sphere to be 
received thousands of miles from the transmitter . A secondary 
object was to study the variations in the density of the 
atmosphere at the satellite height by measuring the effects 
of atmospheric drag. 

"Echo" was launched in August 1960. Its 
height above the earth surface is of the order of 1000 miles. 
The orbit around the earth takes about 2 hours. When the 
sun shines on it during the night hours, it appears to the 
observer as a moving stat· of' magnitude 2 or thereabouts . 
Initially spherical in shape, the satellite has by now lost 
this shape to a certain extent and therefore the brightness 
varies as it rotates about its own axis . 

I trust that the above will provide you with 

1961 

the information you request. It is very gratifying to know that 
your intense interest in your sighting prompted your excellent 
letter." 

(P. V. MORAN) 
P.O.LS.R. s . 



lira. I. H. Dalae 
Pr1 Yate .. 11 Bq, 
PU4Da llutna, 
Koola-tua, 
W COPLIJ, S. A. 

Dear Mrs. Duzm, 

e;?/ April, 1961. 

I • aorr,- w baft •• - \S.. 1n M1'4tna 
700 a turther letter. 

'I'M Pr1Dc1pa1 Ort'Soen 1a oJaarp ot Yar1ou 
•1uUf'1o -ttera on tbe Ra-.. ue 1Jrterene4 1a ~ 
accurac,- ot 1011r Npor\lq, bat fd __.., a lot or 
the work w 4o MN requtrea 111111 •-twa eleev.to 
aJd .-•• QJie renlta. 'l'bere coaU 'be oooul
wben a ob•rwr IIlah\ 'be or he1p, aal at _...4 tbla 
oo cur, we waul4 be ala4 to aaJt JGV ••lnarss. 

'l'baDk 70U agaiD f or wr1 Uq to ua. 

Youra s1noerel7, 

(L JIJRA .. ) 
Colo•l· 

8uJWr1pM""JL J,a.l •• b"l"a 

~7 
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56/483 

llr. LiD4aQ R. Curtin, 
Bdeowie Station, 
Brachina1 
Jia POll' AtJGJZSTA1 S. A. 

Dear 11r. cartia, 

'ftluk JOU ror 70ur 1-e'te• lllllCIIl I raoe1w4 
thia •rm:aa a4 in which ;rou •DU~d ••llta an 
ezploaion ftaah repl-4 'b7 a clrcle or -• 1n tllll 
e)q on the 5th April. ,, ,. 

It waa oDe or ova, aact waa a &Qlark, ..t 
per-U or the rlaa aD4 amb wre •• u rar aWIIJ' aa 
Quaenal&Dil, but thank JOU Wlr7 -.cb :fbr wrlttJtc to u 
on the .. tter. 

Youra rai thrul.l;y 1 

(L DDRdC&) 
Oot.o.l, 

Suptrta!nd·u· ....... 1as•• 



SUBJECT : 

P, O, S, R, S, 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT 

MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

I would be grateful if you would drop me 
a draft reply which could be f orwarded to Captain Naan. 

You might also note the other three to whom 
a copy of his l e t t er has been sent. 

2oth April , 1961 . (R. DURANCE) 
Colonel , 

Su]?erintendent , V/, R, E, a Woomere., 

; 



FRO' 

To: 

m.v. •sig11" , 12/4/61. DEPT. No. PAGE 

l 

Dear Sir, 

Bop"ing e are not intruding on your t.me , hich, 
undoubtedly you can use better than to be bothered ith stories nhihh 
must be of common c uac to you, but to us the th11Jg we sn , deocribcd 
underneath, as eo inspiring that I could not do otherwise than to 
take the liberty to write to you, hoping you mdght be able to let 
ue kno what it possibly could have been. 

On tho ~ght or the 4th of april, local time 3.14 
hours, gmt 1944 hours ot the 3rd of april, in·poaition 05 degs 22 mine 
north and 119 degs 17 mtns and 30 sees east in the near vicinity of 
Sandakan, British orth nerneo, tho 2nd officer D. Plooy, \7ho as 
on duty at that time, called me over to the starboardside here ho 
stood. He pointed out to me an object in the sky, approximatelY 2 ·to 3 
dogrees north of tho star Vega and asked e it' I aa it moving. At 
firat sight I could not make out hich of the two s Vega, a a they 
ere eo closo to each other and so much alike in nagnitude and 

brilliancy. Then, as the 2nd officer told me, I saw that strange 
starlike object oving alo\7ly through the sky in northeasterly 
direction. The 2nd officer took bearing and height of it, thieh ore 

or ;u ""'38 ega Eaat and 47 dega high. 
e could follo it goin do to o hcignt of 25 dega, 

whore it disappeared behind the cloudes and then again fro a height 
of about 15 degs to 10 dega, after hich it dio ppeored again. 

e arc sure that if the sky had be n cloudless, it 
ould have been seen going down over the horizon. c length of time 

it took to move from 47 doge to 25 dega was 7 minutes. 

I, U> 
.f• (. 

At S52C (H.S.l 



To: 

8 

DEPT. No. PAGE 

2 

Of course e all ~ve .b.eord much about rockets • Russian 
ell as American, and the only exPlanation we can give to 

this moving object is thnt it must have been on of those rockets. 
Nevertheless have described to you the f ct s good 

as e are able, and :lf mcy1hing of this obj ct is known to you, 
I hope you \1ill be oo very kind a s to t ke the trouble of 
informing us about it. e remain 

• an. 
captain Dutch m.v. "Sigli". 

D. Plooy1 
2nd offic r .v. "Sigli", 
c/• Royal Interocean Lines, 
255 George Street, 
SYDNEY 
l U S T R A L I A. 

P.s. Cop~es of this letter have b en sent tos 

T~e professor in charge of 
Mount Stromlo Observatory, 
Canberra, Australia. 

Professor Lovell, 
Jodrell Bank, Cheshire, 
England. 

The professor in charge of 
Cape Canaveral Roc ket Range, 
Florida, U.S . A. 

J\z ~52C IH.S.l 



' . 
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S.F.C. 3.4.1. (MAl. 59.1 
C.D.O. 2155 

INTERNAL MEMORANDU OF SUPPLY 
TO ----~~~~~~~~~~-YO-U-RF-ILE-~-.--------7----~ 

3. 
SUPERINTENDENT, QUI fllf No. 

fOR [NQUIRJ[S ama TO 

Mr. P. V. Moran. 
FROM (Brueh or EatabiWulleat) 

P.O.S.R.S. DAH March, 196 

SUBJECT ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE FROM MR. K.H. DUNN. 

I agree that Mri Dunn has acute powers or 
observation. However, the need for an observer in the 
Copley area for satellite work is not great. Any require
ments which mdgbt arise would be urgent ones and we would 
have a severe communications problem in the case of Mrs.Dunn. 

P,O,S,R,S, 



liN. LB. DaDD. 
PJ'1YaU Mall Beat 
Pa4Da utna, 

oolawatana, 
y1a QOPMX. S. A. 

Dear Mr.. INml. 

!l'haDlt 70u ven much ~or ~our letter wlttea 
on ~ 9th llarah am which I am traid tooJt ._. aix 
da7• ~ reaah ua. Your 1n1'ol"aat1on w • t oOD01•, 
and I do adndN 70ur powra or Ob8ervat1on. 

ba'te maD7 ec1ent1~1o a.~u bare. 
aJJ4 ..,... or &bell •7 be 1ntere•tect 1a laird• a 8004 
ob•rNr ROh aa JUUr•U. I • ~~ a ... fd 
7011r letter to itbea, aid it llllP• lie a little 'lllla1la 
~ I .. t ~ rep118a. WhD tlda ia • I wlU vlte 
to JOUt but ill the -aau. til~ JID• r.J1 tM .... J.e 
7GQ haft tdaD. 

~ ~"J,/1 
-P.O.Re 

P. O. /S. R. s. 

Ie an obaervel' ae 
aJQ' interest plaaae. 

(R. D <Z) 
Colonel, 

to. 

Suwrj,pt m1•nt. ft, I.E. , lgp'M£L 
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B. Mitchell, 18q., 
"Coolooli•, 
4 King Street, 
Bellerin, 
!ASDlfU. 

Dear Sir, 

fl 

2921 

Thank Jqu for your letter ot 6th September,. 1959. I ver,r 
IIUCh appreciate your action in taking the trouble to vita to tlaie •tablillh-
ment on 7our eighting. · 

'.rhe object 70u eaw probablJ was not a eatellite. fM ~ 
etagee of eatellitee can be predicted with roaaonable aocurac7 aDd aOa. 
were duo in at this tille. 

The object waa aoet likely •teoric in origin. Your 
deecription or the glow ettecta and apeed 1• re.arkab~ et.ilar to 
report• on objects aipted in recent IIOilthe here at IOOMra. !be 
apparent elow epeecl - a&Oh slower tban noral •teore - ocnald be n:pla1De4 
by the upect ot the trajectory troa your vini.Ds point. Ill other worcla, 
the object 1181' have been approaahiDg alaoet directq towarcle 70'& ancl the 

angular epeecl wae therefore low. 

It ie appreciated that there ie a&eb wbiob ~iu to \e 
ezplainecl on tho 1118tter of natural object• and their approacll th1'oup 
the earth' • at.,sphere. Thua the opiniOil ezp:reeee4 abcmt 1a aot 
neceeearilJ correot. BonYer, Ithink you ~~q take it u hipl7 likeb 
that the object wae not aan-.ade. 

Youre faithfully, 

P.V • .:liB, N 
Principal otfioer 

Satellite !raokills Ita 1011, 
loa.era. 



L-f-q 





11ft·ANn.lf7 

!It Ilk ,_ fW ~ s.r.u.tlw l.ftt4r o1 1otla Al • st., 
1~9. ,..... ~-~~--- ..... eft 
.. .. ·-o-d- 2)l'd J• . q, ~ ttda ,7f~J~r• 

b.._ -sa Mill PnM aa;a._ ._. •• • J'a qwtul 
... q~&temmt. ••~._...._.._.._._ __ __ 
t:lrll, Nil ... 111 ......... Z'II*W. ... , ... 

!be •••ltt. ~ u. ---- ---- ...... 
and1e ,...ra.l ..... •••« ,.. ...... 

Jaa'• _. 11nnb tw tile tralla1AI ~ .._ tMa, _.. 
... ~ ~ ~ ft ... wtp •• 

(L DllAJIJI) 
o.l ... , 

@!le1p1!! II '· ..... I .. .. 
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S?/Jt.P~C& 
~~a~~~~J'&'~ 

CLAR K B UILDING · P . 0 . B OX 1076 

AIR MAIL ~~~~ 
10 August 1959 

Reply to 
7 St. Paul Street 
8Qitlmore 2, Md. 

Officer-in-Charge 
Woomera Rocket Range 
Adelaide, Australia. 

Dear Sir: 

In the ~uly 22nd,l959 issue of the Baltimore Evening Sun 
the following appeared: 

"FLYING OBJECT SPOTTED OVER ROCKET RANGE 

Adelaide Australia,July 22 (Reuters}- An Unidentified flying 
object, looking like a bright white badminton bird, was sighted 
over the Woomera rocket range in southern Australia MOnday 
night, range authorities said today. 

The object, sighted by trained staff, was traveling south. 

It was not associated with any range firing, the authorities said. 

Sightings of unidentified flying objects were reported at various 
other places in Australia the same night." 

I thought that you would be interested to know that we saw an 
identical object-if not th~ same- at 7.04 PM the night of 
January Zf in the Pacific Ocean off Panama. There were eleven of 
us, including two crew, in the Pescadora on a fishing trip out 
from Balboa in the Canal Zone. We anchored back of Pescadora 
Island, one of the Las Perlas group for the night, which is 
situated about 75 kilometers south east of Panama. It was a black 
night and one of the passengers said "look at the jet planerr. We 
all looked and realized that it was not a plane because there was 
no noise and it was white with a s t ubby tail, the latter being 
about as long as the body of the object. We were facing north 
west so the object came from the south west and was traveling to 
the horth east about 30 degrees above the horizon. We watched it 
for about 20 seconds and then reported it by ship-to-shore dadio 
to the Information Center at Quarry Heights in the Canal Zone. 
When we returned on Sunday we were advised that a number of people 
had seen the object in the Canal Zone and it had been written up 
in the local newspaper. Due to information restrictions in · the 
Canal Zone we could obtain no further information. However, in your 
official capacity, it may be that you can get this information 
from the Information Center which is located as designated 
"Quarry Heights, Canal Zone." 

CORROSION COSTS YOU MORE THAN WROUGHT IRON 



I thought you would be interested in this bit of information and 
if you should want further confirmation you may write to ~~. 
B. W. Forgeson, Scientist-in-Charge, U~S.Naval Research Laboratory, 
P.O.Box "B", Rodman Canal Zone,Panama, Mr. Forgeson is part 
owner of the boat. f have been working with him on corrosion 
studies in the tropics for the past 10 years do~m there. 

Incidentally, the object appeared to be self-propelled at a 
constant speed. It is dif ficult to say how large it was for 
obvious reasons, however it was white like a star, the body 
appeared to be bullet shaped and it had a stubby white tail 
about the length of the body. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Wm. J. Mayer 

Staff Engineer , 

CORROSION COSTS YOU MORE THAN WROUGHT IRON 
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Wft'<.&""V~~ 

~cfl 
1 - 12-61. 



SUBJECT: 

RESTRICTED \!-. 3 

/"( ..1 0 3. 

25th June, 1957. 

Superintendent, Woomerar 

At 0900 hours on 24th June, it was noted that there 
was a large amount of interterenoe on the P.P.I. of the No. 4 
Yk. 7 Radar situated on Range "E". This interference was 
between 3o, oog yards and 80,000 yards, and between bearings of' 
305~ and 035 T. The elevation was belOIJf 25°. 

At 0940 hours this interference had shifted, and was 
between 40,000 yards and 120,000 yards (the mxiD.ll'll range or 
the radar) and between bearings of 560~ am 1000wr. 

All interference llld vanished by 1030 hours. Tm 
only cloui in "tile area was approxhate 1y 4-5/8th cirrus in 
the Ncrt}J,rn portion of' the sky, am •s not of' the type whioh 
would normally gi.Te any 10 en. radar ref'leot:l.ons. 

Tl'e wim at cloud height was approxi.mtely 287°/142 
knots. 

This inf'omntion may be of' interest to the air 
suppcrt squadron at Edinblrgh. 

lfi/Ludt--
DFN/bje 

(D. I'• NEEDHAM), 
for Principe.l Of'f'ioer, Ranges. 



OPALS 

[ 





ABJeD 

, 1209/19/Seourlty 

20 MAY 1954 

• • • • Forwarded berewi th tor JOUI' batomatloD. are two 
zoepona ot au wliclentltled objeot dch'Mcl at Woo.ra on ~ 6 llq s.. 

2. the peraona reportlD« wre Mparated b7 a 41atanoe 
ot approU.tely three huDclred 7&1"4• and giw oarroboratl.,.. aooount• 
o:t what eaoh obaerred. 

s. It hal been Doted that a 11ailar objeot wa• 
obMrnd on about the I lla7 M. b:y two ladle• at lllllle7 leaoh. 
South Auatralia. aDd reported ia "!be A4wrUMr• ot ;& lla:y 64. 



'!'be ~e 1:r.JDi ,' cur'\ty 0ft1ce1"1 (S.i.)., 
AD"~ID 

etuo/a/IBA. 

13th .. ,, 1954. 

~l'e.:!. h r.ttu .. h.a •re eport• •ub!litted b1 • 
S. Baker, ·~ otticer ot Vickera-.A!'ftlllti'OI'J Lla~.Md 804 Stattkst. 
a. A. Trot\er, n.dar Oper•tor Of\ h Mabjeot f"ft unil'!ent1tie4 
n7in! obJM'a ObaeJ"ftd Oft .fttb '1/ay, 19M. 

I. '1'he- peraon& rtl!pol'tiD~ were t.epante~ ~Y .. dieter.oe 
ot •pprmri~te t•ly three hundred yarc!11 ~d .. in eorrebcwaUTe 
aooo1111h ot what eaoh obaerw4. 

S. Ic baa I»Ma nokcl ~' • aiJaUar objeo' ••• obeerYed 
on •bout ~ W.y, 19:S4 t.., __, l.Mt•• at Henle1 !eaob, Soutb 
Auatrtlia and reported 1n •!be Aclwrtiaer' ot 4th ••1• 19~4. 

0ap11 .I SUper in teolleo t ug 
R. A. A. P Pield Secmr1t1 SeoU.oo. 



\0 ~. 
COPL 

/ WOOM!IU. 

R.&O. 

R~T Cll A l'LYIKC OaJRCT SIGHTKD CJi ~'m MAY, 1g54. 

I waa at Ranae n, (~at Rl), the Radar Poat, atenc!ing b1 the 
Seouriv Officer' • Hut, •Dd· lookin& towarda tba Radar Poat at 
approxW.tel1 164~ b~ura, obMrTing OM ot our trial• thrOUSh binooul•r• 

fbia objeot appeared to be tranlling toward• • or direotl,y 
acroaa a path ot the a}Ji)roaohing Canberra. When U got to the path ot 
the Oan·oerr• U turned to rq rilht and waa going in the direction from 
which the C.nberra Me! juat 0011e. 

' When it aot direotl,y o.er the Canberra it alawed down. Durin& 
this time I found it nr, hard to believe ..m.t I waa .. eing, eo I abut 
rq eyea and then looted again through b binooulara and the object waa 
atUl atAUODury ewer the flight peth ot t;he Canberra. 

Since U appeared •to be the ..... relative aize •• the Canberra 
through tba binooulara, I thoupt it would be poaatble to • ee U with the 
naked eye. Howenr, when I looked ewer the top ot the binooulara the 
objeot had either gone or I oould not aee it with the naked eye, and when 
I looted again tbrou!b the binocular• I could not piok it up. 

The object appeared to be travelling about three UJNa aa teat 
•• the Canberra, but ot courae it ia t.poaaible to eatt..te, aince I 
414 not know what hetcht it w•• It waa perfectly oirOular a11 tbe ti• 
and • d•rk grey colour, and gan the appearance of being tranaluo•t. 
It did not &liaten at all when it turned or ••• it ahinJ• 

(Signed) Sydney BADR. 



lO 
., . ·. 

X, l!H. 

u, 
At • ut 1800 01t ltll 7 1 • •Ye.tltlel rpt •• 

ob•rw4 • -.l•r AA Ml' • e. 

he wr .. & appuH4 Blab •t • .. ._. ot •ut 
eo,ooo ,.ra. 811 approeahta• •a•. "-~1 ..... ~1· owr 
• • .a ,.., ou\ •• a beal'inl of ·~ 10 , On l'• •1 ' it 
pe.-4 behmd tUn£ 1'oMr, •nr. ti~Md 1\ owr 1#,000 1• • 
10 aeooad• whiob ~4 ke ita QMd epp1"tRbl•ul.7 8'100 • 
Ofll. K bM!"Nd tbte ooourrenoe ritb BIMe tt. u•pt 
•• tollGINd to ?0,000 r•r4• on Hlcb the laet.pt wulA be 
poeetftt tMD 80,000 t .. t. nt..,.a on eat .. 
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I 
Chief Superintendent 

. 1fl. 

tJR/.f:/ 

UIIDENTIPIED AIRCRAI'! 

DEC 1,r 

A verbal repor1 receiTed from ~/Lt. Starkie oa 
Saturday, 14th IIOYelllber, 1953, regarding sighting of glare 
believed to be exhauat ot Aircraft at 0145 houra on 14th 
November, 1953, was paaaed to Principal Otf1oer 'lying. 

2. Principal Officer Plying received two contiraatory 
reporta froa Sqn. Ldr. and Mro. Anderaon who atated they aaw 
navigation lighto of aircraft flying Borth to South at 0150 
hours the oame 48.1'. 

3. Action taken to identify airora:ft by Principal 
Officer Plying was unsucccostu1. 

hj 

t (A. G. ITHER) 
Group Capt at. n 

Su ntendent L'RD RaDge. 



SUBJECT: 

trn 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

LONG RANGE WEAPONS ESTABLISHMENT 

MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

G/121/lt\VRA. 

19th November, 195~ 

Superintendent Rang~ 

A verbal report received from P/L~ Starkie on Saturday, 
14th November , 1953, regarding sighting of glare believed to be 
exhauat of Aircraft at 0145 hours on 14th November, 195:5, was 
paeeod to Frinoipal Officer Flying. 

2. Principal Officer Flying received two confirmatory reports from 
Sqn. Ulr. and Mrs. .Anderson who stated they saw navigSI tion 1 ight s 
ot aircraft tlyine North to South at 0150 hours the eamo day. 

~ Action taken to identify airoraft by Principal Officer 
Flying was uneuocossful. 



MSA 1:5082. 

RPl'. VORRISQf X200. 

RPl'. CARTER X200. 

PIDif ImLLIPS 

RESTRICTED. 

(COPI ~LY). 

ID!NTI!'t OP AIRCRAP'l' SEEN BY ANA eft A. K. 15/l0/5S 

HAS BKEN :ESTABLISHED BY DCA AS W \fifO <3>SSIID ANA'S PLIGHT 

COURSE TWO MlNU'l'ES AHF~ OP' ANA. 

TOD IIKLB. 1210 22/10/5~ 

TOR RANGE 11:50 " BDC. 

!OR SALS " " JJI. 



R.A.A .F . Form A eo. 
(MAY. 1936) 

W46 .......... 

MINUTE SHEET 

~ 
~ _,___ &~erence __ 
~ .L. ,r~ vr _ :/' - --

=1 ...,. 17 ..... - ""'? ~ 7) ... - ~, ~~-.,. 

\t . .• 

' 

~. 

(OVBR 



SUBJECT : 

lZo 9/ ¢.t £ ~ v.llr~Y. 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

LONG RANGE WEAPONS ESTABLISHMENT 

MINUTE PAPER 
{This side only to be written on) 

7 .-f,~ . ~~
t·~·r. /r A -f·~ ~ 1 tv~. 

/u;, .. 



SUBJECT : 

I~ 9/ llj.t £C t.Ml!r''(. 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
LONG RANGE WEAPONS ESTABLISHMENT 

MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

7 ~~ ~. ;.f~
t·tJ·f 
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·: .G.ilB. 

Act • nd The llll'C .:....:_::..:.:_:::...::...;:...:..:..:..-=.:.;:..:..:..:.;:...:.:...:.....::.=.:..;...=..:..::_.=~ 

~th. c. 6lll 
f 1950 

CHL. No. 

rc.c • d ., 'has ~fflct IJ 1hown u 
the ! I d 0 f the RIUUfL 

CMce of Orialn. 

TELEGRAM 
No. of W ordc. 

(COPIED ) (4. 55P ) WOOMERA WEST 22/ 20 PR 

LANGFORD 

FILTER ROOM WOOMERA WEST 

Time of lodgment. 

4 . 45P 

AIRCRAFT WAS HEARD IN OUR VICINITY APPROX 7. 30 15/10/ 53 NO 

AIRCRAFT AT 10. 30 15/ 10 / 53 ••• MANAGER ANDAMOOKA 

..... 

• 

/3'"",..-c/ '</j-4-A <rVj ~ ~--.. ~.'{'oJ•. 



RS 5643 

TO CHIEF SUPT . 

FR0[1 ROCRAN 

RESTRD 

AN OBJECT HAS BEEN DETECTED BY RADAR THIS MORNING AT 1030 

IN POSITION 60,000 TO 10 ,000 YARDS EAST OF POST R RANGE A. 

IT WAS PROBABLY AN AIRCRAFT CI RCLING . SO FAR IT DOES NOT CHECK 

\11TH ANY MOVEMENTS KNO~IN BY DCA OR US . tvE ARE STILL INVESTIGATING . 

TOD Rl.G£ 1330 15/10 / 53 EDC 

TOR SALS ' ' ' ' MLG 
... ,.. 



ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION NO . '211'ilf "' 

AIRCRAFr ON PROHIBITED AREA 

1. The nat ure of the experiments and trials on this Range r equi r e 
that strict security and safety precautions be observed, particul arly in 
relation to aircraft flying within the boundaries of the Prohibited Area . 

2 . The possibility is ever present of unauthorised aircraft 
flying over this area . 

3 . All personnel are instructed to report any aircraft which 
appear to be in any way unscheduled, or unexpected, that is, flying at 
times and on routes not normally associated with the daily routine of the 
Range . 

4. Reports should be made by telephone immediately to the 
Principal Officer Flying:-

Telephone 

or, if not available -

Tech. 173 
Woomera 122 

Range Security Officer - Telephone - Tech. 71 
Woomera 124. 

6. 

6. 

Where possible the report should inclu~ -

(a) Type of aircraft . 
(b) Colour or Markings . 
(o) Estimated height, course and speed. 
(d) Where sighted. 
(e) Time sighted. 

If any doubt exists, report immediately. 

... 

7 . All personnel are requested to co-operate by reporting any air-
craft about whio~he slightest doubt exists . 

Distribution: 

Section Commanders and above 

fw-~~4 
o/ (A. G. PITHER) 

; Group Captain 
Superintendent lRWE Range 



SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

L. R. W. E. 

MINUTE PAPER 
(Thi• tide only to be written on} 

5· Cont'o. 

something sinister about the A/C. I should inrorm C/S or all 
occurrences, and if it were considered desirable a special 
intelligence report could be called for. 

6. 

POF. -

(Sgd) R.M.G. PORi'. 
1 Sep 53· 

Will you please draft a suitable order to cope 
with this problem. 

NOTE OF ACTION. 

(Sgo) A.G. PITHER. G/Capt. 
Superintendent LRWE Range. 

3 Sep 53· 

File returned unactioned after discussion with 
8/R. 

(Sgd) G. TUCK. ~/Ldr. 
P.O. F. 

I 



SUBJECT: 

PORF. 

reactions. 

DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 
L. R. W. E. 

MINUTE PAPER 
(llUo aide only to be written on) 

1. 

Please study Encl. 3A and let me know your 

2. 

(Sgd) A.G. PITHER 
Superintendent LRWE Range. 

27 Aug 5.3· 

It is impossible to make any reliable deductions 
from the reports as to what the objects might have been. Only 
one observer (Downwood) has given an estimate of the course 
followed, and it appears to be in very good agreement with the 
wind direction between 0 - 3000 ft. It all appears quite harm
leas. 

I think that people observing such things should 
notifY the Trials Officer, Senior Officer of the Range, etc., 
at once, and that I should then be informed, and failing myself, 
yourself, or thirdly POF. One of the first persons to be con
sulted would be the Met . Otricer. If there is any real mystery 
or interest, or any apparent violation of regulations, as for 
example when unauthorised aircraft appeared, I think the C/8 
should be told without delay. 

It may be a good idea to issue a Routine Order 
on the subject. 

(Sgd) 

PORF. 

R.M.G. PORF. 
1 Sep 53· 

Will you please draw up a suitable Admin.Instruc
tion on this subject. 

PORF. 

(Sgd) A.G. PITHER. Sup. 
3 Sep 53· 

4. -

Please study enclosures on this file, and let 
me know what you think should be done on this problem of 
unidentified aircraft. 

5· 

(Sgd) A.G. PITHER 
Superintendent LRWE Range. 

I think every~portunity should be taken to establish ~ 
the identity of the aircraft. If successful, legal proceedings should ~ 
be taken. If not there is little to be concerned about from the 
Establishment's point of view unless there are recurrences, or 
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SUBJECT: 

/!f ~(l 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY 

LONG RANGE WEAPONS ESTABLISHMENT 

RESTRJCTED 

¥ 
MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

B/110/2 - WRA. 

19th August, 195~ 

Superintendent Range, 

Herewith Report on objeots reported as being 
Flying Sauoera. 

2. Rotoronoo peragrepb 7 of the Report, edvioe has 
now been reoeived trom Salisbury that the Vinton ll'ilm was 
exemined end ahowod nothing. 

~ As diaoussed on 17th August, 195:1, any futuro 
reports roooivod will be referred immediately to you to 
permit investigation by teohnioel personnel. 

y ottioor. 
Seourity Brenoh, WOO~ 

_,,. 



-STRJ TED 
,. 'l'ft•l• otttoel', Ran .. "j", u4 ao•anec! 'be ak;J wUII ~JMMIUlara 

!oJI aJproxt.teb ., •in"'• on the ,,,....,a ot •tb JY17 1Mat .a .... 
•'hina. 

f. %' ••• •••'•1H4 \twt durina Trhl Jfuaba' MS hel4 011 tlM '-OI'DWI 
ot 29\h Ju}1 • 1'0UftC1 ebJea' bad betrt t'\1Dhken tol' • ~lib belna rel .. H4 
'rl Ltnooln •uoa-•tt ep_.a in 'be \rt.~ •Dd • Mriea or phDteptaplla 
laM baeD tek-. n... are nor•lll "•••wtwa ,, Sel iaN-1• Jf:r. R. 
Polktnpone, o. L S.C. ec!Yiae4 8.0. 0. ~ \elebpe 111'. 'latiiOft, P. 0. B. B. 
to •••t.ne tu.- ot !riel tea •D4 aaoert•in 1t •rv obJeota ·~on the 
raep,iYeae 

T•k1ra~ into ~•14er•tl~ \he tol,owiol taotare • 

(•) Wo taterf•r•oe ae r-«•r eotteeon .. ort rena•• 

(b) No interterenoe •Uh electron to ~utpatn,, 

(o) ~· tao• \bt\ la .oe\ oe .. objeola 80al4 oa'!7 M 
•oen \hro~h binocttlar• of 1~ ugntflee\lon. 

( 4) 'I'M ~rea\ blah .... ot the obJeota tac!1oat1ftl 
J)Otlaibl• low elU: ude. 

(e) Tbe .-11 •1•• ot the :>bje::t.. 

U 1a bel twecS that the obJ.at• aeOI' -..uo bC'll• of '\biaUe aeeda arad ,..,._,iotl Wbtob, 41.&1'1D& oer,•1ra pwioda ut the 1~ oolleol on \be rea ... 
aile! roll elon! 'he pontmc1 propelled bJ the wln4. !bette laella ot aee4a 
..,_..1,..• '" bl~ in'" tM •ir •=d are oerried elons by •ir ourrente to 
oo.at4er~ble beiJbt. 

In '"- •baeee ot pbl)toarepba or twother lni'..,rutioa, •~~• uo •"91•• ot 
tbe objects be•nr. ob,•S~•O on \be eay in queeti~n, it i• propo.-4 that 
tnwati!•t1"" be p~tpene4 p«tdtng •~"1 f~ther •~io• tro. Sel iabur1• 

t. '1'be •boY• eulllt 'tee! tor 1nfor•t1'Xl. 

/Jw;~._ 
--------~~~~~~-~r-____ _.c.~. 

eevit1 Offlc• o, .. tioaa. 

~. 



COPI ONLY. 

Sub-Inspector Heyea, 
o. C. Peeoe otfioer Guard, 
WOOMlmA. 

Sir, 

:50th July, 19:5~ 

Re Objeot Sighted in Sky 29th July. 

At epproximetely 1035 •· m. on 29th July I wea on 
duty et Cemere "B" Post wetohing trials in progress. As I wes 
following line o~ flight IIG' attention wes drawn to e shiny 
objeot in slcy. 

I oouldn' t a.y how high or et whet speed the object 
wes, but I oan sey it was trevelling towards "CH" ~rom Cemere 
"B" end I could see • marked eooeleretion when or approximately 
time store left 'plene. 

(Signed) A. OOWNWARD. 

C. P.O. 2651. 



SUBJECT: 

\ 
·~. 

Ill ;'trfl 
DEPAI\THENT OF SUPPLY 

LONG RANGE WEAPONS ESTA8USHMENT RE9TRJCTl:.U 

MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

UNmmTIFIED AIOORAF'l'. 

6/121/1 - WRA. 

20th August, 195~ 

SuperiDtendeat Range. ~ , 

Following two report~ concerning aircraft sighted 
in the Yiointity or Evettatield on 29th and Range "A" on ~th 
July,an invo~tigation into tho incidents was oommenoed by tbia 
Branch (attached Report dated 30th July, 195:5 refers). 

2. Tho inoidont reported at EvoUsf'ield appoars to 

Y1 

have been related to the movement of a Mines Department Survey 
Airoraft whiob was observed at least 40,000 yards South ot 
Bvettaf'ie1d and oonseguently outside tho boundary of tho Prohibited 
Area, e.g. South of the Bast-West Railway Line. 

:5. The incident reported from Range "A" ha&S boen carefully 
investigated with up to the present nothing but negative results. 

The following sources of information have been checkeds-

(a) 

(b) 

(o) 

(d) 

(e) 

(r) 

The homesteads in the vicinity of the Ran!o 
Area (See attached Report from Filter Room 
and telegram replies). 

The Chief Security Officer, Melbourne who 
oontaotod all R. A. A. F. Headquarters oonoornin! 
the incident. 

Salisbury Security Branch who made inquiriea 
at 2~~guadron, Mallala. 

The R. A. A. F. Provost Marshal concern~~ . 
Pl. t. /Lt. Whiteman' a private Mustang aircraft 
baaed at Bankatown, New South Walea. 

The Principal Officer Fl,ying, Woomera, 
s/I.dr. Tuok. 

X200 Site. 

Forwarded tor your information. 



113 &tJ. 
RESTRJCTEO P1el4 Seoaarl-1 seo•ion, 

I.R, w, &.B. 

'3 0 Jul_y' 1118:5. 

JDM StN£ib Ottips. 

' 

(I( 29'1!1 .Alm !0'!!1 Jt1J;l, 19!5! ll'f YICIJfi'l'I 

OP !RUL JW4G:&S Br SICURI1'! OP!'lCIR OP.BRA1'ICifS. 

IN1'ftOOOOfiOR, 

1. l'ollGWing two r~por•• aonoerntns UDidentitied eiroratt aiptt4 
in TioinU1 ot :JnUatielc! on ••b IDe! R•nge ".A• on ~th Jul_y 1 pr .. 
lild.Dar, report OD 'be ineatiption •• u4e b1 \be Seo~~rit1 Ottioer 
Op«ntioea tollowa bel• • 

2. Igo14fDt W•ftr I •t IDS\ttiel4. 

.An tmi4entitie4 elroratt ••• •iabted b.J P/Lt. •· .. mea \hroqh 
biDooulera at 1~ bi:M&ra on 29th J~ on • burins ot 180daar- whUe 
•ILt. Barn•• ••• at BYetutield haapr, I' ••• a oona14erable 41.1wnoe 
•11 and it ••• not poaaible to MOertain ita tne OJ' a.-.r ot eaJin• .. 
Rac!H at EftUatield alao reoorded the elrorett. '.rbia •Us ••• aot 
reported to SeCNI'it.Y Branch at the u.-. 

Inquiri• ..ae with ~Uter Rooa rewel.a thl• no airaratt 
'bel an lilts •o t. R. w ... R. ._.. in the TioinUy at the u.., 

At 1010 houri ID \1ai4eaUtied airoratt 'belie9ecl to 'be a IIMt•a 
••• •lsbtei tl"'OR Poat •011" .&ir ~•ns• by Mftral p•--• inol\141111 the 
!l'riala Ottioer, (•IJ,t. Banta), SeovUy Ottios Opera,lMtl ..a Looal 
8eourit7 ottioer, .Ail' Ran.-. It appearec! to be atunting oTer tbe oetre 
line between Ca..ra •a• and Xint •.r-, Ita eltita4e ••• -,pprozt.lt4t7 
.,000 teet. It Wll 1110 beard b.Y peraonl wbD ... U, Radar OD , ... raap 
reoor4ec! ·ita preaenoe. !!.'be eil'orett ••• a tWit ins and did a 1"011, a eliTe 
aDd a loop. Inquui• .a4e wUh the Control TOller, WOo.ra, A. R. D. U. aiHI 
Control Taller, bettatlelc! tailed to identif) it •• an airoratt Ml.oaatnc 
to L. R. w. B. R. Parther inq"iriea ude wi tb .&lr Oontrol Ottiou1 PN.tield 
who oon\rol• aoftll•t• ot all etroratt troa .&<'!elaiae to woo.-. •• at• 
tailecl to l'e"f'!ll •ffl iDtor..'ion to ideatit1 the •iroratt ln ,_,u.., 

At the tt.e the atreratt ••• aighted the Linooln .. , ~ at 
helcht prepar•t01'1 to •kill~ • liw bolib Nn on the b~rpt •' ll•n• •.&•. 

'- It 1.a oona1.4ere4 t'bat the •Uer ia of • aeriou Dature end aeeda a 
t\&11 iDwatisation in n• ot -

(a) the nat'AI'e ot the projeot at r•nse utenatoa. 

(b) tbe taot that trilla ._.. in pl'op'NI at .Air Banpa. 

I. It 11 reorat•det! \Ut -

(a) Ill peraoanel OD l'aft .. l be 8dT1aed ,, WIMh fol' a 
reau~"renot ot thia ino14ent. 



-I- RESTRICTED 

(b) Tba' Peace Oft1o•~• be 1natruote4 to look o~• tor en1 
atranp airorat\ while on aut1 on Rang•• at all u .... 

( o) 'l'Utl A. R. D. U. haft "proT! don made tor an airora:t't to be 
aade •••ilable to atand b1 in oaae or tur,ber 1noi4ent in 
oraer tha\ atrange airoratt oan be traoke4 ana idea\iti~ 

l'( 

8. A aian•l ua been aent to X200 requeaUng intor•Uon dealing wUh 
the reported inoideat. 

.::;;:;.-

Seourit, Otticer qperation• 



TE 
COPY ~LY. 

'REPORT PROM PIL'l'lR ROOM RE UNIDiflTIFIBD AIRCRAFT. 

Security Officer Operaticna. 

~eferenoe your discussi~n of the ·~1st July, 1953, ooncerning 
unidentified aircraft over Prohibited Area on 29th and ~tb July. 

2. The following homesteads were contacted with a nil report 
of any airoraft arriving or departing, replied tele~rama attached. 

Arcoona Station. 
Roxby Down .. 
Purple Downs. 
Parakylia Station. 
Billa Kel ina. 
).(t. Eba. 
:Mt. Vivian. 
Bon Bon. 
\Tirraminna. 
Coondambo. 
Bulgannia. 
Jiulgathing. 
Yabel Creek. 
Broken Hill Air Radio. 
Leigh Creek Air Radio. 
Twins Outpost Radio. 
Ingomar Outpost Radio. 

:5. A reply from Broken Hill Air Control reported that on 
29th Ju~ at 1240 • Rapide Drag~n Plying Doctor depertred from 
Broken Hill tor Marree and returned on the same day, having at no 
time entered the Prohibited Area. 

~ A suggestion is that the area around Batchelor, Northern 
Territory, should be investigated, es this would be in the range 
of an airoraft fitted with spare tanka, and there are considerable 
good landing strips which are not used by Civil Airways. 

(Signed) John LM Gl'O!ID. 

Filter Room Operator. 

:5rd August, 1953. 

.. 

rv 



COPI:&l OF TKLERAMS. 

Ottioe ot Origin. 
WIRRAlmN.A. 

PILTER ROOM, WOOMIRA. 

No. of ,'fords. 
12 

Time of Lodgmon t. 
1.50 P• 

NO KNOWI..m;.E ANY AIRCRAFT ARRIVING OR DEPARTING- HER& PICK. 

12 8-46 •• 

JI"'LTKR ROOM, WOOMBRA WEST. 

NO AIRCRAFT LAWDKD OR DRPAR'l'AD 29TH OR :'JJTH. - RUSSELL. 

T1m '1'7llNS OUTR>ST RADIO. 15 4-10 P• 

FILTER ROOM, WOOlfimA WEST. 

NO PLANE LANDED OR DEPARTKD ON 29TH OR ~ - MA"'''AGER T\'llN STATIC!r. 

MABEL CREEK OUTPOST RADIO. 17 1Q-22 •• 

FILTER ROOM, WOOJr1KRA WXST. 

NO AIRCRAFT LA.~ED OR DEPARTED HERE JULY 29TH OR ~ - NEILL ¥ABEL CREEK. 

KINGOCNYA. 10 

FILTER ROOK, WOOMERA WEST. 

HAVE NO KNOWLEOOE OF .ANY PUN& - STODART. 

12 

PILTER ROOif, WOOMBR.A WEST. 

NO AIRCRAFT LANDXD OR DEPARTED CN DATES lm'STIONED. - DAVIES. 

INGOMAR OU'l'R>ST RADIO. 15 1~ •• 

P'ILTKR ROOM, WOOMERA WBST. 

NO KNOWL"&OOE ANY AJRC'RAFT LANDED OR DEPARTED JULY 29TH OR ~TH. - MANAGER. 

----------
BILUXALINA OU'l'R)ST RADIO. 14- 9-9 •• 

FILTER ROOV, WOOMERA 'OST. 

NO AIRCRAFT LANDED OR DKPARTED HERE 29TH OR ~ - COLIN GRl®tt~*IXUl. 



-2-

OOPIES OF ntm!Wrffl {Continued). 

Office of Origin. No. of Words. Time of I.odgmen t. 

11 2-~ P• 

FILTER ROOM, WOOMXRA WXST. 

-NO AIROltAFT LANDKD OR DKPARTKD HERX. - J. JmKINS. 

TARCOOLA. 14 2-45 P• 

FILTER ROOM, 'IOOJIERA fiST. 

NO AIRCRAFT LRIDED OR SD-f IN VICINITY 29TH OR :50TH. - MORLEY. 

RADIOORAM. INGOMAR. 16 9-8 •• 

FILTER ROOM, WOOMKRA WIST. 

NO }(NO",'fLE001~ ANY AIRCRAFT L&"mED OR DEPARTKD JuLY 29TH OR ~ -
VcDOUALL PEAL 

OOPY OF TKLm'YPR lmSSAGB. 

MR 911 
TO RSO \'IOOMERA 
PROJl CSO :MELOOumfE 
RESTD. 

YOUR Rlf 852 NO RAAF ITJAf OF THAT DESCRIPriOU IN AREA at ~ JULY. 

TOD \fELB. 101~ 
TOR RANGE 094:5 
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!be Security Ott1cer, 
L.R.W.B.Banle, 
WOOIIEIU S.A. 

8aeur1ty Branch, 
L.R.W.B.Bance, 
WOOIIIRA· 

27th October, 1952. 

n.nHG S.&UCBR PHEBOilKROB OVER IURGB 1101• 

• # 

• 

In fUrther inquiries made re1ard1nc the above 
subject •r.G.TretrT, Keteoroloc1oal Ott1oer, has bHn inter.. 
Yiawad. He states that such pheDOmenon haa ocaurred before 
and has been known to atteot radar. It is believed to be 
caused by ice packs at certain altitudes. 

2. A 8Ummaq ot the weather tor ~8th October is giyen 
as follows "Pine, '/8 hilh olou4 251000 tt ., n:rm t•perature, 
841'., atronc northerl7 wi.nd 2S.30 m.p.h,.• 

3. In view ot the torecoiD& an.d in the absence or 
anything visible to the reporting Warrant Ottlcer it is probably 
that the signals oama .trom a aloud as desor1be4 b7 •r.Tretry. 

SecmriV Otftoer. 



-

!he Security Otticer, 
L.R.W.B.Banae, 
'I'OODRA S .A • 

Ll . 
Beeuritr Branch, 
L.ll.W.B.Banae, 
WOOIWlA. 

24th October, 1952. 

•PLIIBG SAUCBB• PIIBIOIIDOB O'IBR JWJGI •;1• • 

Resultant troa a report subai tted DJ W.O.II .XLLWAID G.B • . 
regarding an 1nY1sible pbeno•enon wbioh resi•tere4 on hi• radar 
station at Rance •G1• on 8th October, 195'2, th1• efticer has conducted 
inquiries amonc other S.dar Operators with a Yiew to 1ain1Di fUrther 
information. !o date, however11 nothin& uaetul oan lte a44el to W.O. 
~llward'• version (Appendix.,). 

2. It will be obaerved troa the t1ae/he1pt lei in W.O. 
111llward 1 a report that the phel1011enon was locked to his radar beu 
tor a period ot at lea.t tw~trtour minutes which ean in no wa7 be 
compared with the alle&e4 •f1.71na aaucel"' ~enaeDeD ot previous 
reports. !he heicht ranaed troll 151)0 to S6oO tee' clur1nc the time 
involved. · 

3. Inqu1r1ea made aaonc other ladar Operator•, particularl7 
J'/Sst BIBICBft D., attached to llan&e •o• revealed thati it is moat 
probable that the snow cloud had SG~e conneetion. Bowever1 the 
posa1bilit7 or a neutron cloud 11 not ruled out and the facti that 
-11 portions were breakinc a war tend to show tbat what ever 1 t was 
the radar ... reaisterin& the taraet ver7 ett1oientl7 on somethinc 
other than ordinarr anow. 

4. As it is definite no object waa visi'ltle there is nothin& 
ot seauritr intereat. !be pl~and report are au~t,ed tor record 
purpose a. 

(814.) J .A .. cCAIIBY 
leauritl Otticer. 
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Report 8ubllitte4 br W .o .II MILLWARD 

) " 
~ ; u. ;: ... 

Date a- 8th October, 195'2. 

Bed Line mow• the oov.r•• ot the tar&et. 
Soale ot aap a- 10,000 tt - 1 inch. 

At 1345 boura wh11at aearohina tor a lluatanc on 01 a 
tar&et waa locked on to the aboYe, the Shell Laaoon area • On 
lookiDI throu&h the te1eaoope on ra4ar 4illb (alao Yiaua1 tracker) 
no tar1et ooul4 be aeeA (Radar Balli• 3000 rar4a). 

!he a11na1 to n.oiae ratio waa at leaat S to 1 11h1oh is 
aill11ar to that obtained trom a lar1• airoran. At one tiae 
between 1345' hours and 1400 hours the tar1et au• within 1 mile 
41at&llt and atill no tar1et ••• to be aeen. 

At 1405' hours I decided to plot the aourae ot the taraet, 
this can be seen on the attaohed map. · 

At t1aes durin& the moY•ent ot the taraet •alleza tar&et • 
aeeaed to detaCh theaae1Yes t.rom the aain taraet aDd drift awa7. 

BM 
1406 

i~ 
1410 
1412 
1412 
141.3 
1414 
1415 
1416 
1417 
1419 
1420 
1421 
1424 
1424 
1426 

~~ 
1429 

~ 
22SO 
lSOO 
1SSO 
1700 
2SOO 
3000 = 4100 
4300 
4400 ·= 5'300 
4300 

= ~gg 
At 0900 houra on 9th Ootober, 11pt uow tell at 12/Bed Lake 
tor a abort period. 

(S&d.) G.B.JIILLWAJU) WOII 
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IIVES!IGA!IOBS GENBR4L - PLYING SAUCERS 

RS0/52/618 

3~ October, 1952. 

The State SeCRrity Ott1cer, 
Adelaidl• 

Attached hereto is a report subaitte4 by •r.J.A. 
KcCahey who investigated reports that a strance ob3ect was 
seen at Woomera at about 2100 hours on 27th Sept~ber, 1952. 

2. The persons whose stat~ents are attached are all 
relie~le wit~eases and it would appear that an object ot 
cigar shape, whether ~an ~ada or not, was obser.e4. 

3. Forwarded tor intor~ation. 

Security Ott1cer, 
Security BraDOh, WOOIIBRA. 

Copy a Deputy Cbiet Security Otf'icer, Melbourne. 
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Security Branch 

L.R.W.E.Range1 

Woor"era. 

2nd October, 1952. 

The Range Security Officer, 
L.R.W.K.Range, 
WOOMERA. 

Sub1agta "PLYING SAUCER" OBSERVED OVER WOOMIRA• 

This officer reports investigation of information of 
an object alleged to be a "Flying Saueer" seen in the aky at about 
2100 hours on Saturday, 27th Septe~ber, 1952. 

2. State~ents have been taken f~ the following persons 
as a cross section or a Feported nu~ber or people at woo~era who also 
observed the objecta 

2/45663 W/02 HANLEY, B.J.V. new arrival to reli.ve 
2/46902 W/0 WA~, &.P. who has been p sted out fro~ 

Details Issue Depot, Woo~era, and due to depart on ?9th Septe~ber, 1952 
•r.Joseph &GBR1 Head .aker .. ployed ~7 Dept. of 

Supply and attached to D.I.D. 
1/9043 Sgt.PHILLIPS1 &. attached to D.I.D. Woo,..era. 

Mrs.Lila Joy DllN1 Ho•e Duties, 557 Woo~era. 

3. The firs four na"'ed above were at the Woo ... era West 
Theatre when Sgt.Phillips sighted the brigh' ob~ect in the sky. He 
drew the attention of N/0 Hanley to it and he in turn DDdged W/0 
Walker. In the "'eanti"'e Phillips had intorwwed AJar and all four were 
able to see the phenOmenon before it was obseured by the projector 
tower after it had traversed the .ttY .fr019\ a line to the right or the 
screen. This shows that the object was visible tor several seconds 
as it traversed the sky on an even keel parallel with the earth. · 

4. Krs.Dcan was standing with her tive-year-old son at the 
corner ot the Junior Ranks Club on Central &venue whell the child 
drew her attention to a light. She thought he pointed to a -~orcar 
light on the road near Woo"era West in the distance but the boy 
corrected her and she sa• the bright object as it travelled well above 
the horizon until it lett her view over the horizon past the Phillips 
Ponds. Krs.Dean stated that the time was about 2100 ho~s • 

• 
5. In each of these cases the persons concerned were quite 
sober and of responsible type therefore, no doubt axia's rec&~ding 
what they saw. This 11 turther borne out by reports tro. other 
parts ot Soutn Australia exa~ples or whioh are attached tro~ "The 
Advertiser" Adetaide, under dates 29th, 3oth Sept. and 1st October, 
1952. 

• 

(Sgd.) J.A.)IcCAHKY 

Assistant Security Officer. 
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Stat .. ent or W/02 2/45663, HANLBY E.J.V., D.I.D., 
Woo~era, taken at 1850 hours 28th Septe~ber, 1952, by · 
J.A.VoCahey, Assistant Security Otticer. 

I -.s one ot a party or four D.I.D. personnel who 
attended the Woomera West Open Air Theatre on Saturday, 27th 
Septe~ber. The others were Sgt/Maj.Walker and two others. 
I have just arrived ~p here myself. Sgt/Maj.Walker will give 
the other names. 

Some time attar the ·show started Sgt.Philliis, that's 
his name, nudged "'e on the am. and said "Look at this • I 
loeked fro,. mY position on the left of the Projector towards the 
right or the screen and in the sky! well above the level or the 
fence round the theatre, I saw an llu~inated obiect shaped like 
a cigar with a spurting light at the rear travel ing fro~ West 
to East in a horizontal way. It was travelling in an even keel 
and was observed until it was out ot sight. As I saw the thing 
I then nudged W/0 Walker and rtmarked "Look at this" at the sa,e 
time pointing in the direction of the obiect. I would say that 
the Gbject was vistble to me for about t ve seconds.· I dlld not 
hear c~ny noise as the picture show !"&Y have drowned any. 

qo~paring the objeat with a shooting star I would say 
that it was definitely something other 'ban a Shooting star or 
anything from the heavens. 

(Sgd.) B.J.V.HANLBY W02 
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St at&Ment or W/0 2/46902 WALKER A.F., D.I.D., Wo~era, 
~ade at 1910 hours, 28th SepteMber, 1952, and taken by J.A.McCahey, 
Assistant Security Otticer, Woomera. 

I was with W/0 Hanley, Sgt.Phillips and vr.Ager at the 
Woomer& West Open Air Theatre on Saturday, 28th Sapte.ber. 

At between 2045 and 2100 hours W/0 Hanley nudged "'Y arwt 
and said "Look at the rocket". I looked directly right rr~ ~1 
seat on the lert front or the pro'jector and saw the object and 
said "That is not a rocket". It was cigar shaped taperinc ott 
towards the· back. It was lit up like a neon light with a haz• 
around it. The colouring was whitish and the exhausts or fia,..es 
at the back ware- yellowish or crea.. I have no idea ot the heig~ t 
but its size to me looked eighteen inches to two teet bot co~paring 
it with an aeroplane the size and height would be about the sa~e 
as aircraft I have seen. Pro"' r!tY position I would nt the angle 
was 40 to 45 degrees. Fro"' the ti"'e I first saw the object until 
it went out of ~Y sight 1 would say the ti,..e elapsed would be three 
seconds. 

I have observed fast aircraft, meteorites and shooting 
stars. This object was travelling on an even steady keel fast&r · 
than any aircraft I've seen but not as far as the falling star 
besides this object was travelling horizontally south-west. 

(Sgd.) A.F.WALOR W/0 
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- Stat~ent or Vr.Joseph AGER baker, employed by the 
Department or Supply and attached to ~.I.D. 1 Woo~era 1 ~ade at 
1940 hours, 28th Septe~ber, 19521 to J.A.KcCahey, Assistant 
Security Officer. 

I was with W/O's Walker, Hanley and Sgt.Arthu~ Phillips 
at the Woomera West Open Air Theatre. 

We four were seated on seats back from the &x1t Door on 
the left or the Projector. At about 2050 hours, the time was 
checked by Sgt.Phillips. Sgt.Ph1111ps said to me "Look around 
to your right Joe what do you thir~ that is?" I looked •nd 
saw a peculiar object which I thought shouldn't be up here, it 
was travelling at such speed - taster than any or the jets up here. 
It was or a dark greyish colour and or airship shape. I thought 
that the lights being o~itted fro~ the stern were rnore yellow than 
the remainder. The object was travelling ou an even- keel at between 
four to five thousand feet. 1 guage t his height fro~ experience 
ot flying. The direction ot travel was s/south-west. It was in 
view to me for only two to three seconds and duric~ that ti~e it 
kept its definite course. 

From ~y experience of aircraft ot different types, 
meteorites and . stars I have no hesitation in saying that this object 
was man made. 

(Sgd.) Joseph AGKR. 
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Statement of 1/9043 Sgt .PHILLIPS, ·A. attached to 
D.I.D.1 Woo ... era, taken at 2010 hours, 2Pth Septa...ber, 195'2, by 
J.A.Mecahey, Assistant Security Officer, Woomera. 

I aooo~panied W/0 Hanley, Walker and ur . Ager to the 
Woomera West Open Air Theatr• on Saturday, 27th Septe~ber, 1952. 

At about 205'0 hours we were seated on the lett side 
ot the theatre facing the screen and about third or the distance 
from the screen. My attention was drawn to a moveMent in the 
sky over the right hand corner or the theatre ranee . I observed 
a cylindrical shaped object with what appeared to be two port 
holes with internal lighting. The whole had a light ish grey 
colour, the size appeared to the eye to be four to five teet . 
A Lincoln travelling at night at the sa"'e angle-·looks T!'Uch bigger . 
It was MOVing on an even keel, horizontally fro,.. north-west to 
south-west, and at a height or about the height of the theatre 
tenoe doubled. 

The object had ~oved so~e distance before I nudged W/0 
Hanley. I sa~d "Do you see that", and pointed. 1 turned right 
and remarked to ~r.Ager, "See that" . 

The object was travelling fast - faster than any jet 
aircraft I have seen. It is difficult to estimate the speed 
especially at night . 

I am not prepared to say whether this object was an 
earthly object, but it was a tuselage of so~• kind. 

I have discussed this incident with Agar who abares 
room with me because we thought we had so~ething which should 
be reported . I have today ... ade a rough sketch setting out rttY 
impression of what I observed . 

(Sgd.) A.PHILLIPS, Sgt . 
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StateMent ot Mrs .Lila Joy DEAB .ot House No.557, 
Woo~era, ~ade at 1630 hours, 29th Septe~~, 1952, and taken 
by J.A.MoCahey, Assistant Security Officer, Woomera. 

') 

At about 2100 hours on Saturday 2?th September, I was 
standing with my son five years old at the corner or the road 
by the Junior Ranks ClubJ ~Y husband had gone down to the Peace 
Officers' Lounge to collect ~ail. 

My son suddenly remarked "Look at that light" and 
pointed towards Woomera West . I saw a oar li§ht on the road by 
Woornera West and replied, "That is a ~otor-car• • He said, "No, 
the light in the sky". I then ohserYed a bright blUish- white -
object t!'avelling fast in the sky. I followed its ... ove.,.ent fro,. 
over in the direction of Woo ... era West until it went ouf of sight over 
the horizon past the Ponds. It was travelling ~uch faster than 
any of the jet planes here and appeared to be travelling at about 
the same· height as they usually fly. I could not discern any 
particular shape but thought the light was reflected orr the object. 
I do not think it ca~e from the heavens because it looked like a 
~anufactured thing. 

I told t!!Y husband when he returned and he said, "I wish 
I had seen ~t 11 • 

(Sgd.) L.J.DBAN 
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DB CLASSIFIED 

INVESTIGATIONS GENERAL - ALLEGED OBS&RVATION OF 
"FLYI.NG SAUCER". 

fhe State SecuritT Office~, 
Adelaide. 

RS0/5'2/336 

13th June, 195'2. 

Attached hereto are copies or reports concerning 
a strange object which was reported to have been seen at 
approxi~ately 0345' hours on Monday, 28th April, 1952 . 

2. The delay in the submission of the report was 
brought about by the fact that the witnesses could not be 
contacted earlier. 

3. P.0.1 Newall is considered to be relibble. 

(Sgd.) A .B .CARrEll 

Security Officer, 
Seaurity Branch, WOOMBR£. 

Copy 1 Deputy Chief Security Officer, Melbourne. 
Security Officer, Salisbury. 



!he Security Officer, 
L.R.W.E.Range1 
WOOMERA S.A. 
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Security Branch, 
L.R.W.E.Range 1 
WOOJiERA. 

13th June, 195'2. 

"FLYING SAUCER" - ALLEGED OBSBRVATION OP 

This officer reports on continued investigation of 
unusual object observed in the sky by Peace Officer First Class 
Newell 0 .1.1 . on 29th April, 1 ( 5'2 (See Appendix "A") • . 
2. Several bus drivers were i nterviewed before the reporting 
officer identified the other witnessing pe r son as Mr.Norman Henry 
GREGORY, Driver, Department of Works & Housing, Kooly~ilka, Pass No. 
6147. He stated that he was at Woomer a West Siding on the ~orning 
of 2Pth April and whilst awaiting arrival of the Budd Car sat in a 
Va~tard with Mr.W.H.Tomlinson. He said a Peace Officer waa. also 
in the vicinity. About three-quarters hour prior to the arriv~l ot 
the Budd Car he observed an exceedingly bright object pas sing along 
the sky fro~ South-east to West. He said he had never seen anything 
like this object before and co ... pared it with a verey-light but ruled 
that such could not be the case because of its great height, distance 
of travel and the speed which was faster but not nearly as fast as 
the usual shooting star. Re~arks were passed between To~linson1 
possibly the Peace Officer and himself whilst the ob: ect was in !light. 

3. Kr.William TOMLINSON, employed by WILCXENS and BURNSIDE, 
Woo~era, Pass No.4870, has been interviewed. He corroborates the 
into~ation ot P.0.1 Newell and Kr.Gregory. He stated that he looked 
through the windscreen of his car and observed the object travel 
horizontally across the sky from approxiMAtely South to West. It 
headed slowly towards earth. It was ... uch larger than anything he had 
ever seen in the sky but did not ,..ove so tast as a falling star. It 
was not nearly so far of f yet, probably, could have !allen to earth 
outside Australia. Asked by this officer i f Mr.Tomlinson thought 
the object ·could have been "'anutactured on earth he said ttDetinitely 
not". 

4. Kr.George Tre!rey1 Keteorlogioal Otficer was interviewad and 
the facts as obtained given with. a request for observation on the subject 
Mr.Trerrey intimated that it was a peculiar thing that no M~t. people 
ever observe "!lying saucers". He checked his records and found that 
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there was some light cloud known as Stratus-Cu~ulus at about 
2500-3000 teet •oving at about 18 knots. !here was a new ~oon 
which would be high in the sky at about 0330 hours, 28th April. 
He was sceptical of the pheno~enon observed and put forward a
possible answer saying that under circumstances with cloud si~ilar 
to that on the occasion the powe~·4ul headlights of a moving car could 
be reflected in the cloud. 

5. P.0.1 Newall was interviewed regarding the possibility or 
the object being a reflection of car lights turning a corner. He 
is definite that the object was in the sky because he saw it pass 
behina the cloud as well as in the clear starry sky • 

. 
6. In conclusion this officer is .satistied an object, •ost 
likely a meteor, was definitely observed by the three persons 
Hewall, Gregory and Tomlinson and, although the time differs, is 
si~ilar to an object observed by a ~1lk~an in an Adelaide suburb 
on the sa~e ~orning . 

(Sr,d.) J.A.McCAHBY 

Security Officer Jaterial. 
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Range Security Officer, 
WOO!.ERA. . 

f. P. 

Peace Officer Guard, 
Woo~era Detach~ent, 
WOtmERA s .A I 

8th May, 1952. 

Subject a -Supposed "FLYING SAUCER" -Seen at Woomera West. 

Sir, 

In reference to the above subject, I wish to report 
that at . apyroxi~ately 0345 hours on the morning of ~onday 28th 
Apr11 1 1952, while waiting at Woomera West for the arrival or 
the BUDD car, I saw a very bright light ~n the sky, It was 
approxi~ately 45 degrees above the horizon, in a South East~rly 
direction fro~ ~Y position when I first noticed it, and ~oving 
in a West North Westerly direction, keeping parallel to the , 
ground. The sky was overcast and it had been raining earlier in 
the ~ornibg, but the light lit up the clouds, like that of a 
full ~oon, also the countryside was reflected by its brilliance. 
The light was visible through breaks in the clouds sever&l ti~es, 
and was the sa~e color as a Xeteor, and appeared to be the size 
ot 1/3 or a fUll moon, and it was a good 15 seconds fro~ the ti~e 
I first noticed it until it disappeared in the distance, 

A Bus driver re.arked that "They are tiring Rockets 
early this "'orning" and I re,.arked "That it was not a Rocket", 

( Sgd.) G .1'. EWALL· 

No.2598 P.0,1 
., 
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